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AFB Issues First 
Policy Statements 


The first seven in a series of policy statements, setting 
forth the position of the American Foundation for the 
Blind on key areas of service for the blind, have been 
completed and are ready for distribution. 

The statements currently available cover the follow- 
ing topics: (1) Services for Children and Adults Who 
Have Physical or Mental Handicaps in Addition to 
Visual Loss, (2) Fragrance Gardens, (3) Discrimination 
Against Minority Groups, (4) Relative’s Responsibility, 
(5) Housing, (6) Standards and Accreditation, and (7) 
Residence Requirements. Other statements will be 
issued from time to time during the next few years. 

The statements, which were initiated by the AFB 
staff, cover the background of each problem discussed 
before presenting the Foundation’s policy on it. Each 
policy statement has been approved by the Service 
Advisory Committee of the Foundation’s Board of 
Trustees. The members of this committee are: Robert 
S. Bray (Chairman), AFB trustee, and chief, Division 
for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, Library of 
Congress, Washington, D.C.; Dr. E. M. Avedon, asso- 
ciate professor, Program in Recreation and Related 
Community Services. Teachers College, Columbia Uni- 
versity, New York City; The Rev. Thomas J. Carroll, 
director, Catholic Guild for All the Blind, Newton, 
Mass.; and Joseph Kohn, executive director, New 
Jersey Commission for the Blind, Newark. 





Also on the committee are Dr. Douglas C. MacFar- 
land, Chief, Division of Services to the Blind, Social 
and Rehabilitation Service, U.S. Department of Health, 
Education and Welfare, Washington, D.C.; Dr. Peter 
J. Salmon, AFB trustee and executive committee mem- 
ber, and administrative vice president, Industrial Home 
for the Blind, Brooklyn, N.Y.; Dr. Geraldine Scholl, 
associate professor, School of Education. University 
of Michigan, Ann Arbor; Byron M. Smith, AFB trustee, 
and special consultant to the Minneapolis Society for 
the Blind; Russell Williams, chief, Blind Rehabilita- 
tion Section, Veterans Administration, Washington, 
D.C.; J. M. Wooly, AFB trustee, and vice president 
and superintendent, Arkansas School for the Blind, 
Little Rock, Arkansas. 

Copies of the policy statements can be obtained free 
of charge by writing to the Publications Division, 
American Foundation for the Blind, 15 West 16th 
Street, New York, N.Y., 10011. 


AFB to Sponsor Institute on 
Retarded Visually Impaired 


The American Foundation for the Blind has an- 
nounced an Institute on the Visually Handicapped 
Child who Functions on a Retarded Level, April 24-26 
at the Instructional Services Center, Atlanta. Accord- 
ing to Pauline Moor, AFB program specialist in educa- 
tion, the Institute will deal with the causes and inci- 
dence of multiple impairment, the evaluation of the 
potential of impaired children, services to the child- 
ren’s families, and educational programs. 

The Institute is open to administrators, teachers, 
social workers, psychologists, vocational rehabilita- 
tion counselors, and other qualified persons interested 
in services to children who are visually handicapped 
and children who are both visually handicapped and 
retarded. Attendance is limited to persons working in 
the following states: Georgia, Tennessee, Florida, 
Alabama, Mississippi, and North and South Carolina. 

Anyone interested in attending should contact Dr. 
Arthur F. Lown, Coordinator, Services for Visually 
Impaired Children, Atlanta Public Schools, Instruc- 
tional Services Center, 2930 Forrest Hill Drive S.W., 
Atlanta, Georgia 30315 


Study Conducted in 
Flint, Michigan 


On January 6-9, 1969, AFB conducted a study of the 
services rendered by the Genessee Federation of the 
Blind, Inc., Flint, Michigan. Participating in the study 
were Mrs. Doris Sausser, director of the Community 
Services Division, J. Albert Asenjo, specialist in re- 
habilitation, and David Ragan, regional consultant 
for Region III (Midwestern). The study was made at 
the request of Gerald Heron, president of the Federa- 
tion’s Board of Directors. 

After their on-site evaluation of the Genessee pro- 
gram, the AFB staff members gave an informal verbal 
report to the Federation’s executives and board mem- 
bers. A formal report will be submitted at a later date. 


AFB to Print Bibliographies by Computer 


Technological advances are making it possible for 
the AFB to produce its bibliographies more quickly, 
more accurately, and, eventually, less expensively 
than is possible now with conventional methods of 
production. 

Following several months of preliminary investi- 
gation and work—determining feasibility, devising a 
format, etc.—the first AFB bibliography to be pro- 
duced by the computer rather than by the typewriter, 
is now in production and will be available in late March. 
It is a provisional bibliography on tactile displays. 


Aside from insuring greater accuracy and speed of 
production, producing bibliographies by computer 
will allow the AFB to rearrange the contents of exist- 
ing ones for different purposes. This is not possible 
with conventionally typed material. 


In the future, all authors who contract to compile 
bibliographies for AFB will be expected to deliver 
the material, strictly according to format, on key- 
punched cards. 


Arrangements for the computerization of bibliog- 
raphies were made by Leslie L. Clark, director of the 
International Research Information Service, with the 
help of the Publications Division. 


Chairmen Named for Geriatric 
Blindness Task Force 


Two co-chairmen have been named for the AFB 
Task Force on Geriatric Blindness. They are Dr. Rob- 
ert Morris of the Florence Heller Graduate School 
for Advanced Studies in Social Welfare, Brandeis 
University, and Garson Meyer, president emeritus of 
the National Council on Aging. 

The Task Force is an outgrowth of an ad hoc com- 
mittee which met at the AFB’s request September 
13, 1968. Its mission will be to evaluate existing in- 
formation on the aging blind and plan strategies to 
meet their present and future needs. The Task Force 
will hold its first meeting this spring. 

In other areas of activity on behalf of the aging blind, 
Miss Dorothy Demby, AFB specialist in social welfare, 
participated in a planning workshop on Geriatric Blind- 
ness and the Practicioner, November 7-8, 1968 in 
Detroit. At the workshop, various agencies concerned 
with geriatric blindness reported on the programs in 
which they are involved. 

Miss Demby will also represent AFB at the Annual 
Forum of the National Conference on Social Welfare, 
May 25-29 in New York City. As part of the Forum, 
AFB is co-sponsoring a group meeting entitled, “The 
Older Blind Person: Are There New Concepts for 
Service in a Changing Society?” Other co-sponsors 
are the National Council on Aging, the American 
Public Welfare Association, the American Association 
of Retired Persons, the National Retired Teachers 
Association, and the American Association of Homes 
for the Aging. 





DISCUSS RANDOLPH-SHEPHARD ACT—Among 
the participants in a meeting held December 12, 1968 
in Washington, D.C. to discuss the Randolph-Shephard 
vending stand act were (left to right) M. Robert Barnett, 
executive director, American Foundation for the Blind; 
Howard H. Hanson, director, South Dakota Service to 
the Blind and Visually Handicapped, and president, 
American Association of Workers for the Blind 
(AA WB); William T. Coppage, director, Virginia Com- 
mission for the Visually Handicapped, and president, 
National Council of State Agencies for the Blind; Ken- 
neth Jernigan, director, Iowa State Commission for 
the Blind, and president, National Federation of the 
Blind (NFB); Dr. S. Bradley Burson, experimental re- 
search physicist, Argonne National Laboratory, and 
chairman, legislative committee of the American Coun- 
cil of the Blind; William W. Thompson, vending stand 
program coordinator, District of Columbia Department 
of Vocational Rehabilitation; and Dr. Douglas C. Mac- 
Farland, chief of the Division of Services to the Blind, 
Rehabilitation Services Administration, U.S. Depart- 
ment of Health, Education and Welfare. 


AFB Regional Consultant 
Leads Administrative Workshop 


On November 20, 1968, the AFB Region II (Middle 
Atlantic) representative Samuel Mopsik led a work- 
shop entitled “Administration in Our Changing Times”. 
Mr. Mopsik spoke on the need for administrators of 
generalized agencies to include aid to blind persons 
in the services which they extend to the rest of the 
community. His thesis was that, for example, when a 
blind person is having problems with his marriage, he 
probably does not need the help of a professional work- 
er for the blind, but of a professional marriage 
counselor. 

The workshop, sponsored by the Berks County 
(Pennsylvania) Chapter of the National Association of 
Social Workers, was held at the Holiday Inn in Reading, 
Pennsylvania. More than 30 persons, representing a 
variety of professions and government agencies, were 
present. 

Mr. Mopsik also helped to organize the annual meet- 
ing of the Ohio Institute of Services for the Blind, an 
organization made up of the executive directors of 
voluntary agencies for the blind and a representative of 
the Ohio State Office for the Blind. The meeting was 
held October 17-18, 1968, in Cincinnati. 


Ad Hoc Committee Meets to 
Plan Local School Standards 


On January 8, 1968, the Ad Hoc Committee on 
Standards Development for the Education of the Vis- 
ually Handicapped in Community Schools met at the 
AFB's New York headquarters. 


The purpose of the meeting was to establish an out- 
line for the development of standards in local schools. 
At present, no such standards exist—the National 
Accreditation Council sets standards for the education 
of the visually handicapped only as they apply to resi- 
dential schools for the blind. | 


The committee decided to develop standards to 
cover administration, curriculum, and physical facili- 
ties for the three main methods used to educate visu- 
ally handicapped children in local schools: itinerant 
teacher programs, in which the visually impaired child 
spends most of his time in the classroom, but meets 
with a specially trained teacher a few hours a week; 
special class programs, in which the child spends the 
entire day in a class for visually handicapped children 
and is taught by a full-time special teacher; and re- 
source room programs, in which the child spends most 
of his time in a regular classroom but goes to a resource 
room, supervised by a specially trained teacher, to 
receive extra help. 


AFB is now in the process of setting up a national 
committee to begin writing these standards. 

Attending the January meeting were Alexander J. 
Handel, executive director, National Accreditation 
Council; Sister Jean Marie, coordinator of programs 
for the visually handicapped, Dominican College of 
Blauvelt, Blauvelt, N.Y.; Harold C. Roberts, associate 
director for service, American Foundation for the 
Blind; Mrs. Ferne K. Root, project associate, Instruc- 
tional Materials Center, Hunter College, New York 
City; R. Roy Rusk, director, Program Planning De- 
partment, American Foundation for the Blind; Mrs. 
Lisa Stokes, coordinator of programs for the visually 
handicapped, Board of Cooperative Educational 
Services, #1, Bedford Hills, N.Y.; and Miss Marion 
V. Wurster, director, Program Development Division, 
American Foundation for the Blind. 


Staff Members Give 
Workshop at Home for Aging 


On December 3-5, 1968, two AFB staff members 
conducted a workshop at the Home and Hospital of 
the Daughters of Jacob, a residence for the aged in 
the Bronx, New York. The workshop’s purpose was to 
teach selected staff members the basic techniques 
of helping the blind persons under their care become 
more independent. 

Previously, residents of the home who lost their 
sight were transferred to the hospital regardless of 
whether they had any other condition requiring hos- 


pital care, since staff members did not know how to 
teach newly blind people to take care of themselves 
and remain ambulatory. 

As a result of the workshop, the home’s blind resi- 
dents will have an opportunity to learn the fundamen- 
tal skills of self-care and, barring other complications, 
will not have to be placed in the hospital. This alone 
fulfills the purpose of the workshop, but there may be 
an additional benefit: for the first time, the Daughters 
of Jacob Home may be able to accept persons blind at 
admission. According to J. Albert Asenjo, specialist in 
rehabilitation, this would be of great help to elderly, 
blind Jewish persons, since the Home observes Jewish 
dietary laws. 

Participating in the workshop, along with Mr. Asenjo, 
were Miss Marie Morrison, AFB Region I consultant, 
and Bryan Buonanni, peripatologist, Rhode Island 
Association for the Blind. 








AT THE MIGEL MEDAL CEREMONY —author 
William Gibson, winner of the 1968 Migel Medal for 
voluntary services to the blind, was honored by a gath- 
ering of distinguished friends of the Foundation. Above. 
Mr. Gibson is congratulated by Jansen Noyes, Jr., pres- 
ident of the AFB Board of Trustees (left) and Miss 
Anne Bancroft (right). Below, Alexander Scourby, 
who recorded Mr. Gibson's book, A Mass for the Dead. 
on Talking Book Records, presents Mr. Gibson with 
the copy from which he read. 





HOSPITAL PROJECT COMMITTEE — The members 
of the advisory committee for the hospital demonstra- 
tion project met recently at the AFB in New York City 
to discuss current plans with the project directors. 
The committee members and project directors, shown 
here in the Foundation’s Helen Keller Room, are Miss 
Margaret Barry, Irwin Wilmot, George Magers, Mon- 
tague Brown, Edward W. Weimer, Robert H. Barnhart, 
Arthur Voorhees and Harold G. Roberts. Mr. Barn- 
hart and Mr. Voorhees, not officially members of the 
committee, are directing the project for the AFB. 


Negotiations Under Way for 
Hospital Project Site 


The AFB is negotiating with hospitals in the New 
York City area to determine a site for a three-year 
demonstration project entitled, “The Training and 
Placement of Blind Persons in Service Jobs in Hospital 
Settings.” The project is designed to provide new job 
opportunities for blind persons, and to help relieve the 
growing manpower shortage in the nation’s hospitals. 

It is being conducted under a grant from the Social 
and Rehabilitation Service (SRS) of the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Health, Education and Welfare (see Spring 
1968 Newsletter, page 3, for further details). 

Arthur Voorhees, AFB specialist in rehabilitation, 
who is directing the project, has announced the ap- 
pointment of two key members of the project team. 
Robert H. Barnhart has been named project coordin- 
ator, and Mrs. Hilda Berlfein has been named super- 
vising instructor. 

Mr. Barnhart, who received B.A. and M.A. degrees 
in psychology from the University of Kansas, was for 
several years vocational rehabilitation supervisor, 





Robert H. Barnhart (left) coordinator of the hospital 
demonstration project, and Mrs. Hilda Berlfein (right) 
supervising instructor of the project. 





Service for the Blind, Kansas Department of Social 
Welfare. He held a similar position in the Tennessee 
Department of Public Welfare. Prior to joining the 
hospital project, he served as chief of rehabilitation 
procedures for the Atlanta branch office of the Vet- 
erans Administration, and before that as a planning 
associate with Economic Opportunity, Inc., in Atlanta. 

Mrs. Berlfein, who received B.A. and M.A. degrees 
in exceptional education from the State University of 
New York at Buffalo, served most recently as an 1n- 
structor at the Occupational Education School, Lack- 
awanna, N.Y. 


Report on Deaf-Blind Diabetics 
Nears Completion 


The AFB Program Development Division has com- 
pleted the preliminary report on a project designed 
to discover which of the persons on its deaf-blind reg- 
ister are diabetics. 

The Foundation’s deaf-blind register is a confiden- 
tial list of deaf-blind children and adults in the United 
States. The current project, which is directed by Eliza- 
beth Wagner, specialist in statistics on deaf-blindness, 
is being supported by a grant from the Diabetes and 
Arthritis Control Program of the U.S. Public Health 
Services National Center for Chronic Disease Control. 

The preliminary report covers about three-fifths 
(3,085) of the 5,000 persons on the register. Of this 
number, 99 were found to have diabetes. The report 
also gives a breakdown of these 99 diabetics by their 
year of birth and the states in which they reside. 

As the information on deaf-blind persons is assem- 
bled, it is fed into AFB’s computer for instant retrival. 
Although the primary purpose of the project is to com- 
pile immediately accessible information on deaf-blind 
diabetics, other information not directly relevant to 
diabetes is also being extracted and stored in the com- 
puter. 

The final report on the Project is expected later 
this year. 


¢ The November 1968 issue of Ebony became the first 
magazine to be issued on 8-1/3 rpm records by the 
Library of Congress Talking Books program. This also 
marks Ebony first appearance in the program. It is 
being recorded at AFB’s Talking Books Studios in 
New York. 

In the coming months, other magazines now issued 
on 16-2/3 rpm records will be converted to 8-1/3. 

The New Outlook for the Blind, published by the 
Foundation has been on 8-1/3 rpm records since Janu- 
ary 1968, but it is not distributed as part of the Library 
of Congress program. 

On 16-2/3 records, 45 minutes of material can be 
recorded on each side. On 8-1/3 rpm records an hour 
and a half of material can be recorded on each side. 

Blind persons interested in obtaining recorded copies 
of Ebony should inquire of their regional librarian. 


Three Regions to Hold Institutes 


Three regional administrative institutes will be con- 
ducted under AFB auspices in 1969, according to Mrs. 
Doris Sausser, director of the Division of Community 
Services. 

The Region I (New England) Institute, entitled “Hu- 
man Relations and Communications,” will be March 
27-29 at the Sheraton Deauville Hotel, Atlantic City, 
New Jersey. Its leader will be Dean James Dumpson 
of the Fordham School of Social Work, New York City. 
The Consultant for Region I is Miss Marie Morrison. 

The Region III (Midwestern States) Institute, en- 
titled “Efficiency and Effectiveness in the Delivery of 
Services”, will be June 5-7 in St. Louis. Dr. Wayne 
Vasey of the University of Michigan School of Social 
Work will lead the sessions. Region III consultant 
David Ragan, will represent AFB. 

The Region V (Mountain States) Institute, whose 
theme has not yet been chosen, will be June 8-10 in 
Denver. Leading the Institute will be Dr. Fernando 
Torgeson, Dean of the School of Social Work, Univer- 
sity of Texas at Arlington. Representing AFB will be 
Region V consultant Edward Murray. 


Personal Management Meeting 


The third AFB-sponsored seminar on techniques of 
personal management for blind persons will be March 
31-April 7 in New Orleans. Personal management 
covers such items as grooming, hygiene, homemaking, 
and home mechanics. 

Participants will work out methods and techniques 
in areas of personal management not covered in pre- 
vious meetings, and will review and rewrite methods 
and techniques already devised. 

Plans for the publication of a manual based on the 
personal management seminars will also be discussed 
at the meeting. 


Institute Will Focus on 
Graduate Social Workers 


A National Institute for Graduate Social Workers 
will be held April 4 in Cleveland. It will emphasize 
the continuing education of graduate social workers 
serving the visually handicapped. 

The program will be aimed at professionals in two 
categories: social workers who have just received their 
M.S.W. degrees and have little knowledge of specific 
fields, and social workers who have practical experi- 
ence, but in fields other than work for the blind. Sev- 
eral practitioners experienced in work for the blind 
will also attend. 

The institute leader will be Dr. Alan Klein, Profes- 
sor in the School of Social Welfare of the State Uni- 
versity of New York at Albany. 

Applicants for the institute are being accepted in 
order of response. 





AWARD PRESENTED — Dr. Berthold Lowenfeld (left) 
receives the 1968 Migel Medal for professional sery- 
ices to the blind from Garfield Merner, a member of 
the AFB Board of Trustees. The presentation was 
made at a dinner held in Dr. Lowenfeld’s honor at 
the St. Francis Hotel, San Francisco, on January 18. 
Dr. Lowenfeld was to have received the award at the 
Migel Medal ceremonies on October 24 in New York, 
but illness prevented him from attending. 


Tactile Aids Conference 
Set for California 


A Conference on Tactile Displays will be held April 
2-4 at the Stanford Research Institute (SRI), Menlo 
Park, California. The conference will bring together 
about 35 specialists in various fields to discuss the 
skin as a communications medium. 

It will be sponsored by the American Foundation for 
the Blind, the Stanford Research Institute, and the 
U.S. Air Force. It is being organized by Leslie L. Clark, 
director of the AFB Technological Research Division, 
and Dr. James Bliss, head of the Bio-Information Sys- 
tems Group, Engineering Techniques Laboratory, 
Stanford Research Institute. 

The meeting is being called so that neurophysio- 
logists, psychologists, and engineers may present re- 
cent research results and discuss the possibilities and 
limitations of useful tactile displays. 

Mr. Clark explained, “Recent engineering advances 
have made complex spatial and temporal tactile dis- 
plays possible with reasonable convenience and cost. 
These advances give hope to the possibility of partial- 
ly replacing lost visual function with touch for blind 
people.” 

“However, results from neurological and psychologi- 
cal research must be considered in assessing whether 
the tactile approach has merit, and if so, what is the 
best way to proceed.” 

A proceedings of the conference will be published 
later this year. 


In Addition... 


e Howard H. Hanson, president of the American As- 
sociation of Workers for the Blind (AAWB), and Wil- 
liam English, president of the Association for the Edu- 
cation of the Visually Handicapped (AEVH) have been 
named to the Board of Trustees of the American Foun- 
dation for the Blind. They replace Arthur N. Magill, 
former president of the AAWB, and Stewart E. Arm- 
strong, former president of the AEVH. Traditionally, 
the presidents of these organizations have been elec- 
ted to the AFB Board. 


e AFB’s Personnel and Training Service has sent letters 
to 1,200 administrators of colleges and universities 
which offer courses leading to professions relevant to 
services for the blind. A set of posters and inquiry 
cards for such major job categories as special educa- 
tion, rehabilitation, counseling, psychology, and physi- 
cal therapy, were sent with each letter. 

The mailing is part of a recruitment campaign de- 
signed to interest students in choosing some area of 
service for the blind as a career. 


e Three new wall posters have recently been designed 
for the Foundation’s continuing program in educating 
the public about blindness. The black and white posters 
are printed from woodcuts to give a tactile appearance. 
Their themes are: “When You Meet a Blind Person;” 
“Special Aids for the Blind;” and “Talking Books and 
Magazines.” They measure 9” x 22”, 10” x 22”, and 
14-1/2” x 22”, respectively. 

Three other posters, each measuring 17-1/2” x 22- 
1/2”, are also available: “These Children Who are 
Blind;” “Blind People Can Work—And They Do;” 
and “Of Course Blind People Travel.” 

All posters are free and can be obtained from the 
Public Education Division, American Foundation for 
the Blind, 15 West 16th Street, New York, N.Y. 10011. 


Personnel 


WILLIAM J. GREENE, JR., 
has been appointed director, 
Public Education Division, 
taking over a position in the 
AFB Information Depart- 
ment that has been vacant 
for the last several years. 
He is primarily responsible 
for broadening and strength- 
ening the Foundation’s image 
in the field of public education. 

Mr. Greene, a graduate of St. John’s University, 
has worked in promotion, advertising and public re- 
lations for more than 25 years. He has served as na- 
tional director of Public Relations and sales for CARE, 
as vice president of the Radio Free Europe Fund, and 
as director of public relations for the United States 
Pavilion at the New York World’s Fair. Most recently, 
he was a public relations consultant to the McGraw- 
Hill Book Company. 





JOSEPH PERRETTO has 
been named chief accoun- 
tant of the American Foun- 
dation for the Blind, succeed- 
ing Timothy Smith, who 
resigned because of ill health, 

Mr. Perretto, who studied 
accounting at Pace College, 
joined the Foundation in 1947 
as an accounting clerk. He 
had served as assistant chief accountant since 1963. 

As chief accountant, he is responsible for super- 
vising the personnel in the Accounting Division, and 
works with the treasurer, the executive director, and 
the comptroller in maintaining budget control and 
preparing budgets and financial reports. 





WILLIAM BROWN _ has 
joined the AFB Publications 
Division as an editorial spe- 
cialist. His primary responsi- 
bility is the New Outlook 
for the Blind. 

Mr. Brown, a native of 
California, attended Calvin 
College and the writer’s work- 
shop of the University of 
Iowa. He was managing editor of Graphic Science 
magazine from 1966 to 1967, and has also worked 
as a freelance editor and writer. 





MRS. ELLEN NOLTER 
has joined the Publications 
Division as an editorial spe- 
clalist, responsible for editing 
and writing brochures, pam- 
phlets, and news letters. 

Mrs. Nolter, a graduate 
of Hofstra University, has 
worked as an editor for Hearst 
Magazines, R. H. Donnelly 
Corporation, and Contract Books. She has also done 
freelance work. 





JULIAN G. STONE, director of the AFB Program 
Support Division since 1960, has resigned effective 
March 1, 1969. He will join the Youth Consultation 
Service of Northern New Jersey as executive director. 


ORAIEN CATLEDGE became AFB regional consul- 
tant for Region IV (Southeastern States), effective 
March 1, 1969. He replaces Vernon Metcalfe, who 
has left to direct a special project at the University 
of Mississippi, Oxford. Prior to his appointment as 
regional consultant, Mr. Catledge served as director, 
Division of Community Services, Mississippi Depart- 
ment of Public Welfare. 
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Foundation Launches 
June Campaign 


It was only one short year ago, on June 1, 1968, that 
Helen Keller died. She lived for almost 88 years and 
spent the greater part of her life in service to those 
having handicaps similar to her own. 


In 1924, Helen Keller joined the American Founda- 
tion for the Blind as counselor on national and inter- 
national affairs, and until her death spent a good deal 
of time acquiring funds to help AFB carry out its 
activities. Now AFB, in appreciation of her help, and 
in commemoration of her death, but most of all in 
tribute to her life, is sponsoring a June campaign that 
asks that her work be carried on. 


In coordination with the campaign, AFB has asked 
the governors of all 50 states and of the United States 
territories to proclaim the week of June first as “Helen 
Keller Memorial Week”. To date 35 states have re- 
sponded with proclamations or endorsements of the 
project such as this one by Ronald Reagan, Governor 
of California: 


“I am pleased to extend warm congratulations for 
the fine work, educational programs and inspiration 
which the American Foundation for the Blind is pro- 
moting. It is particularly fitting that the late Helen 


Keller should be honored by your organization as her 
life was an example of courage to all mankind.... 
Your Foundation, in carrying on her work, has earned 
the praise and respect of all. My best wishes for your 
continued success to free the blind and deaf-blind from 
the prison which need be neither dark nor silent....” 

And this one by John Dempsey, Governor of Con- 
necticut: 

“Miss Keller’s inspiration and leadership brought 
about profound changes in programs and methods for 
the education and rehabilitation of blind persons. Her 
work with the American Foundation for the Blind and 
the American Foundation for Overseas Blind has been 
of inestimable value in bringing new educational and 
vocational opportunities to blind children and adults.” 

On May 29, following the passage of a resolution 
by the House of Representatives and the Senate, 
President Nixon also issued a proclamation to desig- 
nate the first week in June as “Helen Keller Memorial 
Week.” 

The themes of the campaign are “Get To Know 
Your Local Agency,” because Helen Keller helped to 
found and build many state and local agencies for the 
blind across the nation, and “Take a New Look at 
Blindness,” because Helen Keller served as a living 
example that blindness does not mean helplessness. 

The campaign, which was coordinated by William 
Green, AFB’s director of public education, and Carole 
Hueftle, information specialist, will run through the 
entire month of June. Two television spots, one 60 
seconds long, and one 30, and seven radio spots, 
varying from 20 to 60 seconds in length, have been 
distributed to 350 television and 3,000 radio stations. 

Music for the spots was composed by Noel Edward 
Smith with narration by Leon Janney, actor and reader 
of talking books in the AFB studios. 

It is AFB’s hope that as a result of this campaign, all 
those who need help or information about blindness 
will know where to go to find it. 


Helen Keller's Papers 
Willed to Foundation 


M. Robert Barnett, executive director of the Ameri- 
can Foundation for the Blind, has announced that all 
the private papers of the late Helen Keller have been 
bequeathed to the Foundation. The will bequeathed 
custody and ownership, as well as literary rights and 
the right to receive royalties for the use of all of her 
works in any media. 

The collection consists of some 50,000 pieces and 
includes personal correspondence with such notables 
as Carl Sandburg, Mark Twain, Alexander Graham 
Bell, Will Rogers, Albert Einstein, and with all of the 
United States presidents from Calvin Coolidge to 
Lyndon Johnson. 

The announcement was made despite the fact that 
the will has not yet been probated, in order to clarify 
some erroneous reporting about the disposition of 
Miss Keller’s papers. 

The papers are being catalogued, and will eventually 
be available for use by researchers and scholars. 


- Helen Keller Honored 


Three representatives of the American Foundation 
for the Blind, Jansen Noyes, Jr., president, Richard H. 
Migel, secretary, and M. Robert Barnett, executive 
director, were members of the honorary committee for 
a dinner in tribute to the late Helen Keller. 

The dinner, which was entitled “Years of Triumph,” 
was sponsored by the Friends of the Libraries, an 
organization dedicated to advancing the 14 libraries 
serving the schools and colleges of the University of 
Southern California, and was held in Los Angeles, at 
the University, March 23, 1969. 

For the occasion Donald Davie, poet in residence 
at the University, wrote the following lines in tribute 
to Miss Keller. 


TO HELEN KELLER 


Yours was the original freak-out: Samuel Beckett's 
mutilated prodigies, for whose 

sake these last years we bought so many tickets 
and read so many books, were hotter news 

when your and Anne Sullivan Macy’s iron will, 
back in the ‘twenties, stooped to vaudeville. 


One will, two persons... yes, let campus-rebels 
account for education at that level, 

that give, that take. I wonder if it troubles 

our modish masters of sardonic revel 

that you, who seemed typecast for it, were not 


conscious Of Black Comedy in the plot. 


You were by force of circumstance, by force . 

of your afflictions, I suppose, the most 

literary person ever was. 

No sight nor sound for you was more than a ghost; 
and yet because you called each phantom’s name, 


tame to your paddock chords and colours came. 


This too, at this, the mind of our time is appalled. 
The Gutenberg era, the era of rhyme, ts over. 

It's an end to the word-smith now, an end to the Skald, 
an end to the erudite, elated rover 

threading a fiord of words. Four-letter expletives 

are all of that ocean’s plankton that still lives. 


You, who had not forseen it, you endured it: 

a life that is stripped, stripped down to the naked, 

asking what ground it has, what has ensured it. 

Your answer was: the language, for whose sake it 

seemed worthwhile in Tuscumbia, Alabama, 

month after month to grope and croak and stammer. 
— Donald Davie — 


President's Committee and AFB 
Join in Cooperative Venture 


The President’s Committee on Employment of the 
Handicapped and the American Foundation for the 
Blind, have joined hands on a special three-year pro- 
gram to expand job opportunities for blind persons. 
Over the years blind persons have proven themselves 
capable of handling jobs in many different fields, yet 
only approximately one third of those persons within 
the working age group are presently employed. 

Mr. M. Robert Barnett, AFB’s executive director, 
and Mr. Harold Russell, chairman, President’s Com- 
mittee, have said that the campaign will move in three 
different directions. 

The first phase will be directed toward employers 
in an attempt to acquaint them with the capabilities of 
blind persons. In coordination with this objective a 
pamphlet entitled, Why Not Hire A Blind Person?, 
has already been prepared. The pamphlet, which is 
directed to the employer, points out the advantages 
of hiring a blind person and tries to dispel some of the 
fears that employers might have about doing so. The 
pamphlet is free and is available upon request from 
the Foundation. 

The second phase of the program will be directed 
toward the development of a more thorough educa- 
tional program for rehabilitation and employment 
counselors so that they will be better prepared to help 
the blind person understand the difficulties he will 
meet when seeking employment. 

The third phase will be directed toward the blind 
person himself; to persuade him to improve his skills 
in order to put him in a better bargaining position, and 
to acquaint him with the services available to him. 


Rhubarb in the Catbird Seat 


Red Barber, everybody’s favorite sportscaster, has 
just completed the recording of his own book, Rhubarb 
in the Catbird Seat, for AFB’s talking books. The book 
is biographical and was written in coordination with 
Robert Creamer, senior editor of Sports Illustrated 
and Barber’s longtime friend. Creamer’s introduction 
to the book is read by Ralph Bell, but Barber has 
written a special introduction for talking books which 
he reads himself. 

Because previous commitments made it impossible 
for Mr. Barber to come to New York, he decided to 
record the book in his own home in Key Biscayne, 
Florida. It was recorded during the months of March 
and April and will be available from regional libraries 
sometime early this summer. The book is the first ever 
recorded outside of Talking Book Studios and since 
Mr. Barber was not working in a studio, sounds of 
everyday life have crept into the recording. Many of 
them, which Mr. Barber describes in his introduction 
as those of jet planes, his neighbor’s lawn mower, and 
thunder storms, have been cut out. But nature loving 
listeners will be happy to know that the call of the 
morning mockingbird remains. 





EMPLOYMENT CAMPAIGN — Harold Russell, chair- 
man, President's Committee on Employment of the 
Handicapped and M. Robert Barnett, AFB’s executive 
director discuss plans for the joint three-year program 
for increasing job opportunities for blind persons. 


Occupational Therapists — 
Do They Know The Blind? 


There has been a growing interest lately on the part 
of AFB and of occupational therapists in understanding 
the role of the therapist in relation to the blind patient. 

An OT’s training includes little in the way of pre- 
paring him to deal with blind persons. This is because, 
more often than not, blindness is considered a social 
rather than a medical problem. Patients who are blind 
are often referred to one who is a specialist in blindness. 

Therapists often then, do not know enough about 
blindness to be able to proceed normally when they 
encounter a blind patient. 

In contemplating this problem, it soon became 
apparent that not only OT’s, but social workers and 
public health nurses, among others, need more infor- 
mation about blindness. 

To gain more knowledge of actual problems faced 
by therapists who come into contact with blind persons, 
it was decided to ask the therapists themselves. 

As a result of a meeting called by AFB’s program 
planning department, and attended by Miss Harriet 
Warren and Miss Helen Mathias, American Occupa- 
tional Therapy Association, Mrs. Joy Cordery, Colum- 
bia University, and Miss Martha Schnebly, formerly 
of the Occupational Therapy Institute of Rehabilitation 
Medicine, it was decided that a questionnaire, designed 
to reveal the information needed, should be sent to 
the members of AOTA. 

Mr. R. Roy Rusk, director, program planning depart- 
ment, made the following statements about the project. 

The answers on the questionnaires reflect the 12- 
month period preceding the inquiry. Questionnaires 
were mailed to 9458 members, of whom 5000 were 
practicing therapists. The number of responses thus 
far has been 1769. Of these, 1330 indicated employ- 
ment in programs serving blind persons. That is, 75 
percent of those who responded to the questionnaire 
are involved in work serving the blind. The greatest 
number reported were involved in hospital programs, 


in programs which are not limited to blind persons, 
and in programs which serve blind persons over the 
age of 60. The most outstanding finding of the inquiry 
is that of the 1330 therapists presently working with 
blind persons, 1073 are reported as having no special 
training in that area. 

There has been a wave of positive response to the 
questionnaire, and it well may be that as a result of 
this inquiry, a whole new area in the improvement of 
services to the blind has been opened. 


Deaf-Blind Diabetics 
Report Complete 


Early last fall, the AFB program development 
division, supported by a grant from the Diabetes and 
Arthritis Control Program of the United States Public 
Health Services National Center for Chronic Disease 
Control, embarked upon a special project. 


Headed by Elizabeth Wagner, AFB specialist, deaf- 
blind statistics, the project had two main objectives. 
The first was to computerize the basic data contained 
in AFB’s deaf-blind register (a confidential file on deaf- 
blind children and adults in the United States, con- 
taining information in the areas of health, education, 
and employment). The second phase of the program 
was designed to determine just how many of those 
persons on the register are diabetics. Mrs. Wagner 
had this to say about the report: 


The cut-off date for incoming information was 
October 1968. Since then, bits and pieces of infor- 
mation have been falling into place to uncover some 
very interesting findings. 


As of October of last year the total number of per- 
sons on the register was 4676, of which 2301 were 
males and 2375 females. Every state and the District 
of Columbia and Puerto Rico were represented in the 
study. There were 121 persons, 46 males and 75 
females, reported as having diabetes. Data concerning 
diabetics was broken down into four subdivisions. The 
first, those having diabetes or diabetic retinopathy, 
accounted for 93 individuals. The second, diabetes 
with cardiovascular disorders, accounted for 20 indi- 
viduals. The third, diabetes with amputation, six, and 
the fourth, diabetes with cardiovascular disorders 
and amputation, two individuals. 


As expected, there were no children reported as 
being diabetic. The youngest reported was 26 and while 
there was one case of an individual with childhood 
diabetes, he was an adult at the time of the study. 


Other areas covered in the project were acuity of 
vision and hearing among diabetics, age at which 
sensory loss occurred, and diabetics with major impair- 
ments other than those mentioned above. 


The final report will be ready shortly and be accom- 
panied by statistical tables, graphs, a map, and state- 
ment of the purpose of maintaining a blindness register. 


\ ) 


THE NATIONAL TASK FORCE — on Geriatric 
Blindness held its first meeting on May 4, 5, and 6, 
in New York. Shown here in AFB’s Polly Thomson 
Memorial Roomare from left to right: John Guy Miller, 
minority staff director, U. S$. Senate Special Com- 
mittee on Aging and K. O. Knudson, Nevada state 
director, American Association of Retired Persons — 
National Retired Teachers Association, standing with 
the Task Force's two co-chairmen, Dr. Robert Morris, 
professor of social planning, Florence Heller Graduate 
School for Advanced Studies in Social Welfare, 
Brandeis University and Garson Meyer, president 
emeritus of the National Council on Aging. 





Task Force on Aging 
Meets For First Time 


The National Task Force on Geriatric Blindness 
held its first meeting May 4, 5, and 6, in New York. 
The force’s 19-member committee was selected from 
leading authorities in the fields of geriatrics, blindness, 
rehabilitation, and social work. 

Leading the meeting were Garson Meyer, president 
emeritus of the National Council on Aging, and Dr. 
Robert Morris, professor of social planning, Florence 
Heller Graduate School for Advanced Studies in Social 
Welfare, Brandeis University. The two men are also 
co-chairmen of the Task Force. 

The Task Force was formed to gather and analyze 
available information on geriatric blindness and suggest 
courses of action for future program development. 

Miss Dorothy Demby, AFB’s specialist in social 
welfare, has been assigned to this activity. 

Members of the group are Nathaniel B. Brooks, con- 
sultant, community services and retired workers depart- 
ment, United Auto Workers; John W. Ferree, M.D.., 
executive director, National Society for the Prevention 
of Blindness; Howard H. Hanson, president, American 
Association of Workers for the Blind; Richard Edwin 
Hoover, M.D., chief of ophthalmology, Greater Balti- 
more Medical Center; Lowell Iberg, executive secre- 
tary, New York State Association of Councils and 
Chests; Hobart C. Jackson, administrator, Stephen 
Smith Home for the Aged, Philadelphia, and chairman, 
National Urban League Committee on Aging; K. O. 
Knudson, Nevada state director, American Association 
of Retired Persons— National Retired Teachers Asso- 
ciation; Dr. David L. Levine, associate dean, School 


of Social Work, Syracuse University; Miss Margaret 
Anne McGuire, consultant, Social Administration, 
Waynesville, N.C. 

Also Peter G. Meek, executive director, National 
Health Council; John Guy Miller, minority staff direc- 
tor, U.S. Senate Special Committee on Aging; James C. 
O’Brien, political action director, U. S. Steel Workers 
of America; Dr. Otto Pollak, professor of sociology, 
University of Pennsylvania; Miss Ollie A. Randall, 
consultant, Ford Foundation; Mrs. A. M. G. Russell, 
chairman, California Commission on Aging; Frederick 
C. Swartz, M.D., American Medical Association; and 
Edward H. Van Ness, executive director, New York 
State Health Planning Commission. 


Hospital Project Finds a Home 


AFB’s three-year demonstration project, “The Train- 
ing and Placement of Blind Persons in Service Jobs in 
Hospital Settings”, has found a home. Beth Israel Hos- 
pital in New York City has been chosen to provide the 
training of blind people for hospital jobs. The project 
is funded by the Social and Rehabilitation Service of 
the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare. 

Arthur Voorhees, director of the project, and AFB 
rehabilitation specialist, said that Beth Israel was 
chosen for a number of reasons, including the hospital’s 
proximity to housing for students, ease of mobility 
within the hospital, availability of training equipment, 
ability to provide a variety of training, office space for 
project staff, and the enthusiasm of hospital staff. 

The choice of a hospital site marks the beginning of 
the project’s two-year training phase during which it 
is hoped that some 60 blind persons will be trained to 
handle various service jobs. It is expected that indivi- 
dual training periods will last from eight to 12 weeks. 
Clients to be selected will be men and women between 
the ages of 18 and 50 with good mobility, adaptability, 
and motivation. Students accepted on individual basis, 
not in classes, so referrals can be made at any time. 





HOSPITAL PROJECT = Ray E. Trussell, MDs gen: 
eral director, Beth Israel Medical Center; Arthur 
Voorhees, AFB specialist in rehabilitation; M. Robert 
Barnett, executive director, AFB; and Charles H. Silver, 
president, Beth Israel Hospital, New York, inspect 
one of the areas at the hospital which will be the site 
of AFB’s three-year demonstration project. 





sored two sessions in grooming at the Jewish Guild 
for the Blind in New York. Shown here are Miss Mari- 
anna Jasinski of the Helena Rubinstein Fifth Avenue 
salon instructing Julia Mileo in the use of eye make-up. 


Production Doubles 
With Four New Presses 


The employees of AFB’s pressing department, who 
actually produce the tangible talking book, will be 
having an easier time of it from now on and also be 
producing more than ever before. The reason? The 
installation of four new hydraulic presses. 

At one time, not too long ago, AFB’s pressing depart- 
ment was operating on five very old, fairly ineffective 
presses. About seven years ago, these five were re- 
placed by six brand new presses which immediately 
increased production. As the Library of Congress in- 
creased not only the number of new books to be pro- 
duced each year, but also their distribution, something 
had to be done to meet these new demands. And it was. 
Four of the old presses were unearthed and set into 
motion again. Well, the Foundation is saying goodbye 
to those old presses once more and, hopefully, for the 
last time. To take their place, four new presses have 
been installed. These presses are producing at least 
twice as much as the four old ones, and the pressing 
plant is now working to its full capacity of two and one 
half million records per year. 


Computer Aides 
Aids and Appliances 


AFB’s aids and appliances division is issuing a new 
42-page catalogue this spring. The catalogue, which 
is designed for easy use, will feature more photographs, 
more explicit grouping of items, easy instructions on 
how to order, and will introduce items never before 
seen on the market. The catalogue is also available in 
braille upon request. 


This year, the names and addresses of all of last 
year’s catalogue recipients have been computerized and 
they will receive catalogues automatically. This will 
not only enable AFB’s aids and appliances division to 
increase their circulation, but to save valuable time 
in filling new requests. 


The catalogue is particularly important this year 
because AFB has discontinued all over-the-counter 
sales. Those in the New York area who made frequent 
use of this service in the past, can now be served by 
the Industrial Home for the Blind in Brooklyn and the 
Jewish Guild for the Blind in New York. Orders can 
still be placed with AFB through the mails, and Ira 
Kaplan, the division’s manager, has given assurance 
that there will be no delay in filling mail orders. All 
orders will be shipped out within 48 hours. 


June New Outlook 
Devoted to Aging 


The June New Outlook for the Blind is devoted to 
aging and blindness. This issue includes five articles 
about the Industrial Home for the Blind’s Community 
Aging Project. 

Also included are “Aging and Blindness” by Walter 
B. Boninger, associate executive director of community 
services, Cleveland Society for the Blind, and “Activity 
or Idleness: Restoration of Social Contact Among the 
Elderly Blind” by Mildred F. Stern, social service con- 
sultant, Metropolitan Society for the Blind, Detroit. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE INSTITUTE — Members of the 
planning committee for the Administrative Institute 
held March 27-29, at Atlantic City, New Jersey, are 
from left to right, seated: Donald Flynn (chairman of 
the committee) president of the board, Rhode Island 
Association for the Blind; A. Marie Morrison, AFB 
regional consultant; Clophos Bulleigh, executive direc- 
tor, Buffalo Association for the Blind; and Mrs. Doris 
P. Sausser, director, AFB community services division. 
Standing are: Dr. James R. Dumpson (institute leader) 
dean, School of Social Work, Fordham University; 
Joseph Kohn, director, New Jersey Commission for the 
Blind; and Gale Stickler, executive director, New 
Hampshire Association for the Blind. 


N.C. Public School Teachers 
Taught To Deal With Blind Children 


Bill L. Underwood, AFB specialist in education, took 
part in a teacher training workshop in Raleigh, North 
Carolina, March 10-14. The workshop’s two coordina- 
tors were Martha Jordan, state consultant for the 
visually handicapped, department of special education, 
North Carolina Department of Education, and Mrs. 
Ferne K. Root, project associate, Regional Instruc- 
tional Material Center, City University System, Hunter 
College, New York. 

The workshop had as its theme, “Training Institute 
for Teachers of Visually Handicapped Children”, and 
was designed to serve as an introductory course for 
staff members of public schools untrained in dealing 
with visually handicapped children. Courses were 
offered by the State Department of Education for 
state certification credit through extension services. 

Topics covered were school organization, educa- 
tional evaluation, academic curriculum with adapta- 
tion, and use of community educational resources. 
Visits to the regional lending library and to the Gov- 
ernor Morehead School, the North Carolina residential 
school for the blind were included. The program was 
funded by the U. S. Office of Education. 





PERSONAL MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE — AFB 
held its final conference on personal management in 
New Orleans, March 31 - April 2. Among those attend- 
ing were, seated left to right: Carol Long, instructor, 
personal management services, Arkansas Enterprises 
for the Blind, Inc., Little Rock, Arkansas; Jean Schulze, 
instructor, personal management services, Rehabilita- 
tion Center for the Blind, Daytona Beach, Florida; 
M. J. Carlton, director, adjustment training, The Cana- 
dian National Institute for the Blind, Toronto, Canada; 
Genevieve Powell, rehabilitation teacher, Division of 
Services for the Blind, Topeka, Kansas; and Berit 
Yank, orientation officer, Services for the Visually 
Impaired, Lincoln, Nebraska. Standing are: Beauford 
Watson, vocational counselor, Florida Council for the 
Blind, Tallahassee, Florida and Helena Ward, super- 
visor, personal management services, Arkansas Enter- 
prises for the Blind, Inc., Little Rock, Arkansas. 


Social Workers — 
Meet in Cleveland 


The American Foundation for the Blind held a three- 
day national institute on “Continuing Education -for 
Graduate Social Workers Serving Visually Handi- 
capped Persons” in Cleveland, April 15 to 17. Repre- 
senting AFB were Marion Wurster, director, program 
development division, and William Feldman, director, 
personnel and training service, who also served as 
coordinator of the program. 

The institute leader was Dr. Alan F. Klein, professor, 
School of Social Welfare, State University of New York 
at Albany. 

Papers presented were “Blindness— Your Agency— 
Your Client— Your Role” by Miss Elizabeth Maloney, 
director, educational and social services, The Indus- 
trial Home for the Blind, Brooklyn, New York, and 
“Your Community— Your Agency and You” by Milton 
Rosenblum, executive director, Syracuse Association 
of Workers for the Blind, Inc., Syracuse, New York. 

Participants represented state residential schools 
and state and voluntary agencies from all over the 
country. 

The program committee consisted of Mr. Levitte 
Mendel, National Health Council, New York; Raymond 
A. Mansolillo, Rhode Island Association for the Blind, 
Providence, Rhode Island; Harry Serotkin, Health and 
Welfare Council, Inc., Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; 
Chester T. Williams, The Westchester Lighthouse, 
White Plains, New York, and Miss Maloney. 


Atlanta Institute Looks 
at Visually Handicapped Child 


In cooperation with agencies and universities in 
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, North Carol- 
lina, South Carolina, and Tennessee, AFB sponsored 
a three-day institute on “The Visually Handicapped 
Child Who Functions On A Retarded Level.” The meet- 
ing was held April 24-26 at the Instructional Services 
Center in Atlanta. AFB participants were Marion 
Wurster, director, program development division, 
Oraien Catledge, regional consultant, and Pauline 
Moor, specialist in education, who served as coor- 
dinator of the program. 

Among the topics discussed were, the effect of a 
child with a handicap upon a family and the child with 
rubella syndrome. The program included slide presen- 
tations of “The Visually Handicapped Program at 
Pinecrest State School”, Pineville, Louisiana and 
“Sunrise Project for the Blind” at the Austin State 
School in Texas. An exhibit and demonstration of 
educational materials for children with special learning 
problems was presented by Mrs. Peggy Ford, Maryland 
School for the Blind, and Miss Barbara Dorward, 
Fulton County Schools, Atlanta. Miss Dorward is also 
co-author of Teaching Aids for Blind and Visually 
Limited Children. It is published by the Foundation 
and can be obtained from the Publications Division. 
Prices$27; 





b Mes BARE Ns wrrait : 
NATIONAL INSTITUTE — Participating members 
of AFB’s National Institute on “Continuing Education 
for Graduate Social Workers Serving Visually Handi- 
capped Persons” which was held April 15-17 in Cleve- 
land shown here are Raymond A. Mansolillo, Rhode 
Island Association for the Blind, William Feldman, 
director, AFB’s personnel and training service, Milton 
Rosenblum, Syracuse Association of Workers for the 
Blind, Marion Wurster, director, AFB’s program devel- 
opment division; and Dr. Alan F. Klein, professor, 
School of Social Welfare, State University of New 
York at Albany. 





ATLANTA INSTITUTE — 
day institute on “The Visually Handicapped Child Who 
Functions on a Retarded Level,” in Atlanta, April 
24-26. Participants pictured here are left to right: 
Dr. Louis Cooper, professor of pediatrics, New York 
University Medical Center, New York; Pauline Moor, 
AFB program specialist in education, American Foun- 
dation for the Blind; Dr. Lillian Warnick, specialized 
consultant physician, Child Health Services, Georgia 
Department of Public Health, Atlanta; and Dr. William 
Marine, associate professor, Emory University, Depart- 
ment of Preventive Medicine, Atlanta. 


What's New About 
the Good Old Directory? 


The publications division has completed work on the 
1969-70 edition of the Directory of Agencies Serving 
the Visually Handicapped in the United States. It is 
now at the printers. This edition, which is the sixteenth, 
will be somewhat different from those that have been 
published in the past (it is hoped that readers have 
already noticed the new title). 





This year the format has been revised in order to 
make it easier to locate agencies, their addresses, phone 
numbers, and services. The new style is designed to 
provide a better understanding of services rendered 
by particular agencies. This edition also includes a 
more complete indexing and cross-referencing system, 
and a guide to the use of the directory. 

The new Directory will be ready early this summer. 
Orders are now being accepted and will be filled as 
soon as it is released. The price is $6.00. Orders should 
be sent to the publications division, American Founda- 
tion for the Blind. 


New Publications 


Perceptual Factors in Braille Word Recognition, by 
Carson Y. Nolan, director, and Cleves J. Kederis, 
research associate, Department of Educational Re- 
search, American Printing House for the Blind. 


Number 20 in AFB’s Research Series, this mono- 
graph is the result of studies conducted by the Depart- 
ment of Educational Research of the American Printing 
House for the Blind. 

The monograph is divided into two parts. The first 
part consists of five chapters which deal with braille 
and the terminology of the experiments, a general 
review of braille research, a brief outline of nine ex- 
periments of the project, development of an overall 
concept of braille reading and its implications for 
teaching and research. The second part consists of 
technical data on the nine experiments. Price: $3.00. 
175 pp. Available from the publications division. 


Two On Employment 


Why Not Hire A Blind Person? 


This pamphlet, which was prepared by AFB and the 
President’s Committee on Employment of the Handi- 
capped, is directed to the employer and concerns itself 
with the employment of blind persons in every major 
job field. It is free and available upon request from 
the publications division. 


Visually Handicapped Workers in Recreation Services: 
Guidelines for Selection, Training, and Placement. 


These guidelines for the selection, training, and 
placement of visually handicapped workers in the field 
of recreation services are the result of a National Work 
Conference held in June 1968, and supported by the 
American Foundation for the Blind, the National Rec- 
reation and Park Association, and the Rehabilitation 
Services Administration of the U. S. Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare. 

The pamphlet, which is designed to demonstrate the 
qualifications of blind workers in recreation services, 
is primarily geared to staff members of vocational 
rehabilitation agencies and recreation educators but 
may also be of some use to the visually handicapped 
person seeking employment. 

Orders for publications may be placed with the pub- 
lications division, American Foundation for the Blind, 
15 West 16th Street, New York, N.Y. 10011. 





CATLEDGE RECEPTION — A reception was held 
in Atlanta last March for Oraien Catledge, who on 
March 1, 1969 became AFB’s regional consultant for 
Region IV. The reception served to introduce Mr. 
Catledge to Georgia's local agencies in the Atlanta 
area. Pictured here are Frederick G. Storey, AFB 
trustee; Doris P. Sausser, director, AFB community 
services division; Mr. Catledge; and Lee Jones, super- 
intendent, Georgia Academy for the Blind. 


Personnel 


SEYMOUR STARK has been 
appointed successor to Julian 
Stone as director of program 
support for the American 
Foundation for the Blind, and 
development for the Amer- 
ican Foundation for Overseas 
Blind. 
fe me Mr. Stark received his bach- 
elor’s degree in anthropology and sociology from 
Wayne State University in 1957. He attended Detroit 
College of Law for one year and did graduate work in 
communications and administration at Boston Univer- 
sity. Mr. Stark served as director of public relations for 
the Lutheran Medical Center in Brooklyn, 1962-1966, 
and before joining AFB, as director of public relations 
for the New York League for the Hard of Hearing. 

Mr. Stark will care for the promotion of funds and 
contributor relationships for both Foundations. 





In Addition... 


e Pauline Moor, AFB’s specialist in education, was a 
speaker at Arizona State University in Tempe, Arizona, 
March 18 and 19, and at Murdock Center, Unit for 
Blind Multiply Handicapped Children, in Butner, North 
Carolina, March 5-7. 

In Arizona she spoke to students enrolled in courses 
in home management, and in organization and adminis- 
tration of pre-schools, on the impact of the handicapped 
child on the family (with emphasis on the blind child), 





educational resources for blind children, and current 
trends in early education of the handicapped. 

In North Carolina, Miss Moor was one of several 
speakers participating in an in-service training program 
for the staff of Murdock Center. She spoke of what is 
currently known about the blind child who functions 
on a retarded level and the importance of understand- 
ing his behavior and of being able to interpret his 
characteristics. 


e The Council for Exceptional Children held its 
annual meeting, April 8-12, in Denver. AFB staff mem- 
bers attending were Marion Wurster, director, program 
development division, Edward Murray, regional con- 
sultant, and Bill L. Underwood, specialist in education, 
who acted as moderator for a panel on the “Perceptu- 
ally Handicapped Child Who is Also Visually Handi- 
capped.” AFB was also represented at the meeting by 
an exhibit of its literature. 


e A reminder from William Feldman, director of the 
AFB personnel and training service: the personnel and 
training service has a reservoir of job applicants who 
represent a wide diversification of professions in serv- 
ices to the blind. Vacancies occur often for persons 
trained in such areas as special education, occupational 
therapy, social work, rehabilitation counseling, physi- 
cal education, physical therapy, library science, and 
many others. 

Interested employers and job applicants are invited 
to register with the Personnel and Training Service, 
American Foundation for the Blind. 


e Bill L. Underwood spoke recently to the faculty of 
the special education department, graduate students in 
the area of vision, and to all other students in special 
education, of Jersey City State College. Mr. Underwood 
discussed new trends in the education of the visually 
handicapped. Such seminars are held every two to three 
months and serve as in-service training programs for 
staff members and as information programs for students. 


The AFB Newsletter is published quarterly by the 
American Foundation for the Blind to keep those in- 
volved in services for blind persons informed about 
the Foundation’s activities. Editorial offices are located 
at AFB headquarters, 15 West 16th Street, New York, 
N.Y. 10011. Regional AFB offices are: 


Washington D.C....... 711 14th Street, N.W. 20005 
Atlanta 127 Peachtree Street, N.E., 30303 
Chicago 127 North Dearborn Street, 60602 
1575 Sherman Street, 80203 
821 Market Street, 94103 


All material appearing herein may be quoted in whole 
or in part provided credit is given the source. 
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1969 Migel Medals 
Winners Announced 


The winners of the 1969 Migel Medal, regarded as 
the nation’s highest award for work related to blind- 
ness, are Arthur L. Brandon, president of the National 
Accreditation Council for Agencies Serving the Blind 
and Visually Handicapped (NAC), and John F. Nagle, 
chief, Washington office, the National Federation of 
the Blind (NFB). 

The Migel Medal, which is traditionally presented on 
Foundation Day, this year October 23, is awarded an- 
nually by the American Foundation for the Blind to 
two persons, one professional and one volunteer, for 
outstanding service to the blind. 

The Medal, named after the Foundation’s first presi- 
dent, the late M. C. Migel, was first presented in 1937. 
Among the previous recipients were Henry Ford, 1944; 
Peter J. Salmon, executive vice president of Industrial 
Home for the Blind, Brooklyn, New York, 1947; 
Thomas J. Watson, International Business Machines 
Corporation, New York, 1952; Jules C. Stein, Music 
Corporation of America, 1962; Mary E. Switzer, ad- 
ministrator, Social and Rehabilitation Service, and 
Katharine Cornell, 1965; and William Gibson, author 
of The Miracle Worker, 1968. 

In the words of the Awards Committee, Mr. Nagle, 
winner in the professional category, has been chosen to 
receive the 1969 Migel Medal “...in recognition of 
[his] significant and uncompromising interest in the 
improvement of the lives of those who are blind.” 





In the category of layman, Mr. Brandon was chosen 
“...In recognition of [his] splendid leadership and 
skillful management of the highly intricate program of 
the National Accreditation Council for Agencies Serv- 
ing the Blind and Visually Handicapped, the vital out- 
growth of the study which was overseen by [him] during 
the existence of the Commission on Standards and 
Accreditation.” 


Mr. Brandon, formerly vice 
president of university rela- 
tions for New York Univer- 
sity, was first drawn into the 
field of blindness in 1963 
when he consented to serve 
as chairman of a commission 
of laymen and professionals 
to review standards of ser- 
vices for the blind and to 
develop methods of improv- 
ing these standards. The 
commission, known as 
COMSTAC, Commission on 
Standards and Accreditation 
of Services for the Blind, 
produced one of the most decisive pieces of literature 
in the field of blindness, The COMSTAC Report: Stan- 
dards for Strengthened Services. COMSTAC also pro- 
duced the only permanent organization dedicated to 
reviewing the standards of and administering a program 
of accreditation for agencies serving the blind. The 
organization, the National Accreditation Council for 
Agencies Serving the Blind and Visually Handicapped, 
was founded in January 1967. 
Born in Philippi, West Virginia, Mr. Brandon now 
lives in Lewisburg, Pennsylvania. He holds an A.B. 
degree from Alderson-Broaddus College, an M.A. from 
Bucknell University, and two honorary doctorates. 
Mr. Brandon is now a consultant on educational 
administration. Previously he served as director of 
public relations at Bucknell, director of university 
relations and professor of journalism at the University 
of Michigan, director of special services at Vanderbilt 
University, and associate director of the Youth Com- 
mission of the American Council on Education. 
Mr. Nagle, has been working 
for the blind directly and in- 
directly since the age of 13 
when he himself was blinded. 
From that time on he at- 
tended the Perkins School 
for the Blind, Watertown, 
Massachusetts. After his 
graduation from Perkins in 
1934, Mr. Nagle studied Jour- 
nalism at Boston University, 
received an LL.B. degree 
from Northeastern Law 
School in 1942 and in 1946 
: a B.A. degree in public af- 
John F. Nagle fairs sae as Inter- 
national College. To earn his LL.B. and B.A. degrees 
Mr. Nagle spent nine full years working days and at- 
tending school at night. He is a member of the Mass- 





Arthur L. Brandon 


achusetts and federal bars and was admitted to practice 
before the Supreme Court of the United States in 1963. 

For 15 years, Mr. Nagle practiced law in his home 
town, Springfield, Massachusetts. It was during these 
years that he became increasingly interested in work 
for the blind. He was, successively, recording secretary 
of the Greater Springfield Association of the Blind, a 
member of its executive board, president of the As- 
sociated Blind of Massachusetts, and a member of the 
executive committee of the National Federation of the 
Blind. In 1958, he was appointed to the advisory board 
of the Massachusetts Commission for the Blind, and 
joined the National Federation of the Blind’s Washing- 
ton staff. He is presently vice chairman of the D. C. 
Mayor’s Advisory Council on Rehabilitation and chair- 
man of the Council’s Subcommittee on Legislation and 
Budgetary Matters. 

For the last ten years, Mr. Nagle has spent a good 
deal of his time on Capitol Hill and has been respon- 
sible for shaping much of the constructive legislation 
affecting the welfare of the blind. 


¥ s, 





ADMINISTRATIVE INSTITUTE—AFB held an Ad- 
ministrative Institute in Denver, Colorado, June 15-16. 
The planning committee are left to right: Dr. Fernando 
Torgeson, dean of School of Social Work of the Univer- 
sity of Texas in Arlington, workshop leader; Harry 
Hayes, director, Division of Services for the Blind, 
Topeka, Kansas; Mrs. Lucie Lade, executive director, 
Dallas Services for Blind Children, Texas; AFB’s Doris 
Sausser and Ed Murray; Dr. Armin Turechek, superin- 
tendent, School for the Deaf and Blind, Colorado 
Springs, Colorado. 


Research Team Returns 
From European Tour 


Recently Dr. Milton D. Graham and Leslie L. Clark 
of AFB’s research department returned from a four- 
week European tour which served to reinforce AFB’s 
contacts there and also provided an opportunity for an 
exchange of information. Their stops included Copen- 
hagen, Amsterdam, London, Paris, and Madrid. 

In Copenhagen, the first stop, they visited the State 
School for the Blind and Visually Impaired where some 
of Denmark’s blind persons are being trained as com- 
puter programmers. 


In Holland, they met with Roelf Boiten who is per- 
fecting a device which will enable a blind person to 
teach himself braille. The student listens to a recorded 
lesson while a braille cell, activated by the device, pro- 
vides related examples. The student is then tested by 
the device. All of his responses are made with the aid of 
a braille keyboard. If a mistake is made, the machine 
will not proceed and the lesson is repeated. 

In London they met with Dr. J. Alfred Leonard, pro- 
fessor of psychology at Nottingham University, who is 
experimenting with an ultrasonic mobility device, the 
Kay aid. Dr. Leonard has found that the output of the 
Kay aid is abundant and therefore often confusing to 
the blind user. It is, Dr. Leonard believes, a better 
training aid than mobility aid. 

Paris was the key stop of the tour. There Dr. Graham 
and Mr. Clark attended a conference which was jointly 
sponsored by the American Foundation for the Blind, 
the optical company, Les Fréres Lissac, and by the 
French Ministry of Health. The conference was én- 
titled and concerned itself with “The Function of 
Gaze.” According to Dr. Graham and Mr. Clark, one 
of the most interesting ideas discussed was that of 
unity of vision—the relation of experience to com- 
plete sight. It was suggested at the meeting that it is 
necessary to know much more about that relationship 
and to know just how much the visual process actual- 
ly depends on visual experience. The meeting closed 
with a speech by Dr. W. Grey Walter of Burden 
Neurological Institute in Bristol, England. Dr. Grey 
Walter commented that since blindness is a disorder 
prevelant among people over 65 and since our life 
span is being extended every day, blindness becomes 
a reasonable possibility for us all. Blindness, should 
therefore be of growing concern to all of us. 

The final phase of the tour took our team to Spain, 
where they visited the School of Physiotherapy in 
Madrid. The school will graduate its first class in its 
program to train blind persons for professional jobs in 
the field of physiotherapy this year. 


Hospital Project Trainee 
Qualifications Revised 


Requirements for trainees for the Hospital Dem- 
onstration Project, being conducted by AFB at Beth 
Israel Hospital in New York, have been altered by 
the Project Advisory Committee to allow a wider 
selection of persons. 

To begin with, no employment commitment by a 
hospital in the trainee’s community is now required 
before training begins. The age limit has been changed 
from 18-50 to 18 years and older, with age being con- 
sidered as a factor only when it interferes with a stu- 
dent’s ability to work a full day. Although priority will 
be given to totally blind students and. those with light 
perception, referrals with more vision will be consid- 
ered if still within the accepted definition of blindness. 
Preference will be given to referrals who have not com- 
pleted a high school education and whose I.Q. is ap- 
proximately within the range of 70-100. 
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CONVENTION IN CHICAGO—Helen Scherer of 
AFB’s aids and appliances division demonstrates 
adapted and specially made products to an interested 
participant at the American Association of Workers 
for the Blind’s annual convention July 20-23 in Chi- 
cago. The Foundation was also represented at the con- 
vention by 12 other staff members. 


New Items Introduced 
In Aids and Appliances Catalog 


AFB’s new 42-page aids and appliances catalog is 
now available and lists almost 300 items especially use- 
ful to blind or visually handicapped persons. This year’s 
catalog introduces several new items never before 
seen on the market. 

One of the items offered in this issue is a newly de- 
signed insulin syringe with an adjustable positive stop 
which insures correct dosage. The new syringe is safer 
than the model previously offered. Syringes must be 
ordered through and will be shipped to the patient’s 
doctor who will set the positive stop at the correct 
dosage for his patient. 

Also new in this edition is a bingo board made of flex- 
ible plastic. The squares, upon which appear braille 
and print numbers, are convex. When a player has a 
number on his board that has been called, he simply 
pushes that square into a concave position thus indi- 
cating where he has scored and eliminating the need 
for call numbers. To clear the board the player pushes 
the squares up from the bottom and they pop back into 
the beginning position. 

Featured for the first time in this issue are diamond 
dial watches. Diamonds replace the raised dots which 
serve to indicate positions on the face of the watch. 
These watches like all other models come in both men’s 
and women’s styles with a variety of attractive bands. 

For the homemaker, there is a brand new electric 
clock timer which can be used to turn appliances on or 
off at specified times. 

Catalogs are available in both print and braille edi- 
tions and can be ordered at this time from the aids 
and appliances division. 





Rehabilitation Specialists Meet 
With Hotel-Motel Managers 


Hotel and motel managers from four states met with 
rehabilitation specialists in late June in New York to 
evaluate joint efforts over a two-year period to hire 
visually handicapped persons in the lodging industry. 
The conference, a follow-up to a previous regional con- 
ference, was sponsored by AFB, the American Hotel 
and Motel Association, and Region II of the Social and 
Rehabilitation Service of the United States Department 
of Health, Education, and Welfare, and drew partici- 
pants from New York, New Jersey, Delaware, and 
Pennsylvania. 

One of the ideas expressed by the rehabilitation rep- 
resentatives was that successful placement of visually 
handicapped persons in lodging industry jobs requires 
rehabilitation people to have a good working know- 
ledge of the jobs available and of the capabilities of 
visually handicapped persons. With these, it is believed, 
the rehabilitation worker can become a confident sales- 
man and be more efficient in his placement of the visu- 
ally handicapped. 

The hotel-motel people pointed out the waning 
employee reservoirs and increased turnover of person- 
nel facing their industry and expressed their need for 
long-term, dependable employees. If hotel-motel man- 
agers knew more about the capabilities of visually 
handicapped persons, they would be more anxious to 
consider them for jobs at all levels. Thus the hotel- 
motel representatives stressed the need to educate 
hotel-motel executives about the capabilities of visually 
handicapped persons. 

Visually Handicapped Workers in Service Occupa- 
tions in the Food Service and Lodging Industries, 
a booklet prepared by the Foundation, is available 
free, from the publications division. 





EMPLOYMENT MEETING — Hotel-motel men met 
with rehabilitation specialists in New York, June 23-25. 
From left to right are Arthur Voorhees, AFB’ spe- 
cialist in rehabilitation and director of the project; 
Ray Melhoff, rehabilitation specialist, Social and Re- 
habilitation Service, Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare; and Mel Sandler, director, employee 
relations, American Hotel and Motel Association, 
New York. William Feldman, director of AFB's person- 
nel and training service (not shown) served as acting 
director of the project. 





HARMONIC COMPRESSOR COVERAGE—As 
Robert Engler, far left, AFB’s consulting engineer, ad- 
Justs controls on harmonic compressor and WNBC-TV 
sound man, far right, stands by, M. Robert Barnett and 
Dr. Frank Field, center, prepare to film interview to be 
used on six o'clock news broadcast. 


Speed of Speech Doubled 
With Harmonic Compressor 


With specifications supplied by Bell Telephone Lab- 
oratories, AFB’s engineering division under the direc- 
tion of Leo Levens, chief engineer, and Robert Engler, 
consulting engineer, recently designed and constructed 
a device known as a harmonic compressor. The device, 
which is electronic, is capable of reproducing the hu- 
man voice at double speed without distorting the normal 
voice pitch. Speech taped at normal speed is fed into 
the compressor and recorded at four times that speed. 
The final tape is then played back at half-speed, thus 
producing a tape double that of the original. In so 
doing, the syllabic rate of the original is doubled with- 
out doubling the pitch of the speech, thereby elimi- 
nating the “Donald Duck” effect which results from 
the speedup of an ordinary recording. 

The compressor is approximately six feet high, 22 
inches wide, and 18 inches deep, and produces a tape 
that can be played on any ordinary recorder. 

Since its announcement on June 19, the compressor 
has created quite a stir. Dr. Frank Field, weatherman 
and science editor of WNBC-TV, New York, prepared 
a five-minute report, at the Foundation, which was 
shown as a special science report on the six o’clock 
news broadcast, June 19. Included in the coverage was 
a filmed interview with M. Robert Barnett, the Founda- 
tion’s executive director. 

The compressor was also given coverage on July 3, 
by NBC’s Today Show. The coverage included a 
demonstration of the compressor which consisted of 
Hugh Downs, the show’s moderator, reading the 
Declaration of Independence. This was then played 
back first at ordinary doubled speed and then as 
compressed speech. 

Mr. Downs also conducted a live interview with Mr. 
Barnett. When asked what implications the compressor 





has for use in the field of blindness, Mr. Barnett re- 
sponded that it will be of use to blind students, re- 
searchers, and executives who will be able to gather 
twice as much information in the available amount of 
time. The double rate is comparable to average speed- 
reading rates which range from 300-400 words per 
minute. Mr. Barnett said that eventually the compres- 
sor will be used in the production of some of AFB’s 
talking books. 


Aging Task Force Offers 
First Recommendations 


The American Foundation for the Blind should as- 
sume an advocacy role on behalf of the nation’s elderly 
blind, especially with other appropriate national groups 
not yet actively involved with blind persons. 

This is the principle conclusion of AFB’s National 
Task Force on Geriatric Blindness, which held its first 
meeting this past spring under the joint chairmanship of 
Dr. Robert Morris of Brandeis University, and Garson 
Meyer, president emeritus of the National Council on 
Aging. The Task Force was set up to advise the Foun- 
dation’s Board and staff on its role in planning for the 
nation’s elderly blind population. 

The Task Force recommended priority attention be 
given to the following areas: health and medical ser- 
vices for older blind persons; income maintenance; in- 
creased social participation; self care, and adequate 
housing. 

It suggested five specific approaches that the Foun- 
dation might take in helping to meet these needs of the 
older blind person. The Task Force said the Founda- 
tion could: 

e Serve as a coordinator of existing programs and 
services, as well as providing leadership by focusing the 
attention of diverse groups (such as physicians, admin- 
istrators of homes for the aged, legislators, etc.) on the 
practical priority steps needed to achieve action. 

e Stimulate and assist several local agencies in con- 
ducting demonstration projects, such as setting up a 
model program for all elderly persons that includes 
aging blind persons. 

¢ Provide stimulus and materials for special training 
sessions for professional persons working with aged 
blind persons. 

¢ Conduct research into such areas as identifying 
those who reject services, analysing geographic boun- 
daries as a roadblock to service, etc. 

e Organize an extensive public education program 
about the problem, as well as develop materials for 
training of professional workers. 

Exactly what projects the Foundation will undertake 
is still under discussion, according to Miss Dorothy 
Demby, the AFB staff member serving as coordinator 
for the Task Force. Once the staff has developed spe- 
cific proposals, the Task Force will be consulted on 
their implementation. It is expected, Miss Demby said, 
that the Task Force will continue in existence for sev- 
eral years, meeting periodically and consulting by mail 
and telephone between meetings. 





American Delegation Named 
for World Council Meeting 


The composition of this year’s United States dele- 
gation to the World Council for the Welfare of the 
Blind has been altered, according to its chairman, 
M. Robert Barnett, executive director of AFB. 

Formerly the United States had been represented by 
one delegate each from the American Foundation for 
the Blind, the American Foundation for Overseas 
Blind, the National Federation of the Blind, and the 
Association for Education of the Visually Handicap- 
ped, and by two from the American Association of 
Workers for the Blind. 

This year, AFOB has relinquished its delegate and 
AAWB will be represented by one delegate. Instead, 
the American Council of the Blind and the Blinded 
Veterans Association will each have one delegate. 

The quinquennial general assembly will be October 
8-18 in New Delhi and will be attended by the following 
delegates: Russell Kletzing will represent NFB; 
AAWB’s representative will be Howard Hanson, its 
immediate past president: Judge Reese H. Robrahn 
will represent ACB, James F. C. Hyde, assistant 
chief, Office of Legislative Reference, Bureau of the 
Budget, BVA, and Carl Davis of the Perkins School for 
the Blind will represent AEVH. 

Leslie L. Clark of AFB’s research department will 
present a paper. Current president of the WCWB is 
Eric T. Boulter, associate director of AFOB. 


Foundation Holds Meeting 
At Social Welfare Conference 


The American Foundation for the Blind sponsored 
a meeting at the National Conference of Social 
Welfare, the nation’s largest gathering of social workers 
and professionals from related fields, May 25-29 in 
New York. It was attended by more than 8,000. AFB’s 
session was entitled “The Elderly Blind Person: New 
Concepts for Service in a Changing Society.” 

Presiding at the meeting was Garson Meyer, co-chair- 
man of the AFB’s National Task Force on Geriatric 
Blindness and president emeritus of the National Coun- 
cil on Aging. The major speaker was Donald A. Schon, 
president, Organization for Social and Technical In- 
novations (OSTI), Boston, who spoke on “A System- 
atic Approach to Institutional Change: the Example of 
the Blindness System.” 

Other speakers included Peter J. Salmon, administra- 
tive vice president of the Industrial Home for the Blind, 
Brooklyn, New York, and a member of AFB’s Board of 
Trustees; Sebastian Tine, director, Senior Citizens, 
Nashville, Tennessee; Hobart C. Jackson, adminis- 
trator, Stephen Smith Home, Philadelphia; and Eone 
Harger, New Jersey Division on Aging, Department of 
Community Affairs, Trenton. 

Co-sponsors of the session were the American As- 
sociation of Homes for the Aging, the American 
Association of Retired Persons—National Retired 
Teachers Association, the American Public Welfare 
Association, and the National Council on Aging. 


Foundation Holds Conference 
on New Electronic Devices 


A conference on electronic devices was held in New 
York at the Foundation, June 12-13 and was led by 
Annette B. Dinsmore, AFB’s specialist in services for 
deaf-blind persons. The conference included a demon- 
stration and discussion of electronic devices for deaf- 
blind persons constructed by Raymond Boduch, an 
electronic engineer from the Sierra Research Com- 
pany, Buffalo, New York, who is himself deaf and blind. 

One of the devices discussed was a variation of AFB’s 
speech indicator. The indicator, through the use of 
vibrations, enables two deaf-blind persons to carry on 
a conversation in Morse Code. Although the indicator 
sends strong, clear vibrations and seems to eliminate 
many extraneous vibrations, Leo Levens of AFB’s engi- 
neering department said that the device is very delicate 
and probably could not withstand everyday use. 

Among those attending were Gus Gustafson, Louis 
Tucker, and Harry Gottlieb, electronic engineers, 
Sierra Research Company; Robert J. Smithdas, com- 
munity relations director, Conrad Range, rehabilitation 
services, and Harry J. Spar, assistant executive director, 
Industrial Home for the Blind, New York; and Dr. 
Edna S. Levine, director, Deafness Research Project, 
New York University and her assistant, Thomas Fay. 


Publications 


A new flyer, Facts About Aging and Blindness, is now 
available from the publications division. The flyer 
covers 12 important points concerning aging and blind- 
ness that are of interest to everyone. 

Also available is the 1969-70, sixteenth edition of 
the Directory of Agencies Serving the Visually Handi- 
capped in the United States. It can be ordered now 
through the publications division. Price: $6.00. 


Personnel 


A. MARIE MORRISON, 
formerly regional consultant 
for Region I (New England, 
New York, and New Jersey) 
of AFB’s community services 
division, has been appointed 
consultant for Region II. In 
her new capacity, Miss Mor- 
rison will work with agencies 
in the Mid-Atlantic States 
including Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, Ohio, Penn- 
sylvania, Virginia, and West Virginia. Her first project 
will be an administrative institute for that region. 
Before joining AFB in 1966, Miss Morrison served as 
director of social services of the Blind Association of 
Central Ohio, and as a caseworker with the Louisiana 
Department of Public Welfare. She completed her 
undergraduate studies at the University of Arkansas 
and received a master of social work degree from 
Tulane University. Miss Morrison replaces Sam Mopsik. 





ERNEST O. SKAGEN has 
been appointed regional con- 
sultant for Region I. Before 
coming to AFB, Mr. Skagen 
was assistant professor of so- 
ciology and initiator of the 
undergraduate program in 
social welfare at New Mexico 
State University. Prior to that 
he held the position of dis- 
trict administrator of the Nevada Department of Pub- 
lic Welfare in Las Vegas. 

Mr. Skagen received his undergraduate degree and 
his MSW from Ohio State University and has done 
post-graduate work in administration at the Columbia 
School of Social Work in New York. Mr. Skagen’s ap- 
pointment became effective August 1, and since that 
time he has concerned himself mainly with the work he 
will undertake with agencies in New England, New 
York, and New Jersey. 





MARGRITH TROLLER 
TATARKO has been  ap- 
pointed assistant director of 
the program support depart- 
ment. Mrs. Tatarko joined the 
American Foundation staff in 
1960 and since 1964 she has 
served as development as- 
sistant of the program sup- 
port department. 

In her new capacity as assistant director, a position 
recently revised, she will be primarily concerned with 
administrative coordination with emphasis on contri- 
butor relationships. 





DORIAN DANCHIG _ has 
recently joined the staff of 
the Foundation and replaces 
Margrith Troller Tatarko in 
the position of development 
assistant of the program sup- 
port department. Miss Dan- 
chig received her B.A. from 
Hofstra University and also 
studied at Beloit College in 
Wisconsin. As development assistant, Miss Danchig 
will be responsible for research and analysis of the ef- 
fectiveness of AFB’s fund-raising program. 





In Addition... 
e AFB conducted program reviews for the Buffalo As- 
sociation for the Blind in New York, July 13-16, and 
for the Sacramento Association for the Blind in Cali- 
fornia, June 10-12. Both studies were made upon the 
request of the board of directors of each organization. 
In a review of this type, AFB’s study team assists in 
the analysis of the problems of a particular program 
and then sets forth recommendations for improvement. 
According to Doris Sausser, director, AFB community 
services division, this is a first step on the road to self- 
study for the purpose of accreditation. 


e Jersey City State College, in an attempt to revamp 
their teacher education program in the area of the 
visually handicapped, has asked Bill L. Underwood, 
AFB’s specialist in education, for an evaluation of the 
program’s curriculum. Curriculum will be revised 
according to Mr. Underwood's suggestions. Mr. Under- 
wood stands by to review the changes made and to offer 
any further suggestions he might have. 


e On June 25 and 26, Mr. Underwood spoke at Poly- 
technic Institute, in Ruston, Louisiana, to summer 
students in the special education, and guidance and 
counseling programs. His topic, “Educational Proce- 
dures for the Visually Handicapped,” served primarily 
to introduce students to “the blind child.” Mr. Under- 
wood's talk involved such aspects,as inclusion of visual- 
ly handicapped children in day school programs and 
adaptation of curriculum. 


e Dorothy Demby, program specialist in social welfare, 
was AFB’s representative at the 22nd Annual Con- 
ference on Aging held June 8-11 by the Department of 
Gerontology of the University of Michigan in Ann 
Arbor. The theme of the conference was, “The Aging 
Consumer.” One of the speakers was Virginia K. 
Knauer, special assistant to President Nixon on con- 
sumer affairs. Of special interest to the Foundation 
was the discussion on problems facing elderly con- 
sumers who are visually handicapped. 

Miss Demby also attended a planning session spon- 
sored by the National Council on the Aging, June 23, 
in Washington, D.C. It was the last of three such ses- 
sions. NCOA is planning a conference of national or- 
ganizations whose programs involve the aging. At these 
preliminary sessions the members of the planning com- 
mittee discussed plans and selected representatives to 
take part in the national conference which is scheduled 
to take place this fall. 


e The American Foundation for the Blind’s Legisla- 

tive Office in Washington, D. C., has moved to a new 

address. Since August 18, it has been located at 1660 

L Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036. The new 
phone: (202) 293-1870. 


The AFB Newsletter is published quarterly by the 
American Foundation for the Blind to keep those in- 
volved in services for blind persons informed about 
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at AFB headquarters, 15 West 16th Street, New York, 
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Hospital Project 
Graduates First Student 


Alexander Jenkins, a trainee from the American 
Foundation for the Blind’s three-year demonstration 
project, “The Training and Placement of Blind Persons 
in Service Jobs in Hospital Settings,” has become the 
project’s first graduate. 


Mr. Jenkins, a New York resident, is from the Bronx. 
He joined the hospital project on August 4 of this year. 
After only eight weeks of training he was ready to be 
placed in a hospital near his home. He is now in the 
central supply section of Harlem Hospital doing the 
type of work for which he was specifically trained. 


According to Robert Barnhart, coordinator, and Hilda 
Berlfein, supervising instructor of the hospital project, 
Mr. Jenkins is very happy in his new job and very 
successful. 

It is the hope of the project’s directors that more 
blind persons can be trained and placed in substantial 
hospital jobs during the remaing years of the project. 


Again, a reminder that clients to be selected should be 
18 years and older, with good mobility, adaptability, 
and motivation, and that students are accepted on an 
individual basis, so referrals can be made at any time. 


World Council Meets 
Theme Is Science 


The quinquennial general assembly of the World 
Council for the Welfare of the Blind (WCWB) met in 
New Delhi, October 8-18. 

M. Robert Barnett, chairman of the U.S. delegation 
and executive director of the American Foundation for 
the Blind, reported that the theme of the meeting was 
“The Blind in the Age of Science” and that each of the 
nine general sessions was related to the impact of science 
on trends in education and rehabilitation of blind 
persons. 

According to Mr. Barnett, the WCWB resolved to 
place more emphasis on prevention of blindness in 
coming years. 

In addition to Mr. Barnett, the council was attended 
by the following U.S. delegates: Russell Kletzing 
represented the National Federation of the Blind; the 
American Association of Workers for the Blind’s rep- 
resentative was Howard Hanson, its immediate 
past president; Judge Reese H. Robrahn repre- 
sented the American Council of the Blind; Carl Davis 
of the Perkins School for the Blind represented the 
Association for Education of the Visually Handicapped; 
and James F. C. Hyde, assistant chief, Office of Legis- 
lative Reference, Bureau of the Budget, who was the 
representative for the Blinded Veterans Association, 
attended by proxy. 

Also attending were Leslie L. Clark director of AFB’s 
International Research Information Service who pre- 
sented his paper, “Research Trends in Non-Visual Per- 
ception, Reading, Mobility, and Artificial Vision” and 
Eric T. Boulter, associate director of the American 
Foundation for Overseas Blind, who until this year 
served as president of the WCWB. 





WCWB MEETING—M. Robert Barnett shakes hands 
with Varahagari Venkata Giri, President of India, as 
Eric Boulter and Mrs. Durgabai Deshmukh, president 
of the Blind Relief Association in New Delhi, look on. 


1969 Migel Medais Presented 


The 1969 Migel Medals were presented on October, 
23, the date of the annual meeting of the Board of 
Trustees. 

The 1969 recipients were Dr. Arthur L. Brandon, 
president, National Accreditation Council for Agencies 
Serving the Blind and Visually Handicapped (NAC), 
in the category of voluntary services, and John F. Nagle, 
chief, Washington Office, National Federation of the 
Blind, in the professional category. 

Presenting the medal to Dr. Brandon was Frederick 
G. Storey, a member of the Board of Trustees of AFB 
and of NAC. Dr. Peter J. Salmon, administrative vice- 
president of the Industrial Home for the Blind in 
Brooklyn and also a member of AFB’s Board of Trustees, 
presented Mr. Nagle with his award. 

The ceremonies were opened by Richard H. Migel, 
secretary, American Foundation for the Blind, followed 
by a brief history and statement of the purposes of the 
Migel Medal by Jansen Noyes, Jr., AFB’s President. 





PRESENTATION CEREMONIES -— Richard H. Migel, 
Dr. Arthur L. Brandon and John F. Nagle (the two 
recipients) and Jansen Noyes, Jr. at the Migel Medal 
presentation ceremonies. 


New Trustee Announced 
At Annual Board Meeting 


AFB’s Board of Trustees held its annual meeting 
October 23, in New York at the Foundation. 

All AFB officers were re-elected. They are: Eustace 
Seligman, chairman, Board of Trustees; Jansen Noyes, 
Jr., president; J.M. Woolly, vice-president; J.P. Morgan, 
II, treasurer; Richard H. Migel, secretary. 

This year there is only one change in the Board’s 
membership. Tradionally the president of the American 
Association of Workers for the Blind (AAWB) serves 
as a member of AFB’s Board of Trustees. This year Dr. 
Douglas MacFarland, AAWB’s new_ president, will 
replace Howard Hanson, as an AFB trustee. 


What Do You Say To 
A Kid Who Can't See? 


“What Do You Say to a Kid Who Can't See?” is the 
title of a special demonstration workshop held October 
9 and 10 in Cleveland and sponsored by the Cleveland 
Society for the Blind; the American Association of 
Health, Physical Education and Recreation; and the 
American Foundation for the Blind. 

The workshop was designed to demonstrate to physi- 
cal education teachers the feasibility of integrating 
blind children with sighted children in physical education 
and recreation programs. 

Eighty teachers participated, a few of whom had at 
one time or another worked with visually handicapped 
children. 

Laura Kratz, associate professor, physical education, 
Bowling Green State University, led the demonstrations 
with visually handicapped children on three levels, 
attempting to show how it is possible to teach these 
cnildren to participate in many physical activities. 

To the first group, (kindergarten, first, second, and 
third grades) she taught musical and rhythmical games. 
To the second group, (upper elementary) she taught 
dance and football, and to the third, (junior and senior 
high school students) basketball, dance, and handball. 
Later in the program sighted children were introduced 
into the groups. The observing teachers were then asked 
to work with a group of children. 

Approximately 70 children from local schools par- 
ticipated. About one half of these had some visual 
problem. 

The proceedings of the workshop are being published 
by the Cleveland Society for the Blind. 

Bill L. Underwood, specialist in education, was AFB’s 
representative at the workshop. Anyone interested in 
planning a similar program should contact AFB’s direc- 
tor of the program development division for help in 
coordinating such a project. 


Plans Made for 
Administrative Institute 


The committee responsible for planning the upcoming 
administrative institute for Region II (Mid-Atlantic 
States) met in New York City at the Foundation on Nov- 
ember 6-7. The committee was comprised of Milton 
Jahoda, chairman, Cincinnati Association for the Blind; 
Mr. J. Kenneth Cozier, board member, The Cleveland 
Society for the Blind (Sight Center); J. Arthur Johnson, 
Columbia Lighthouse for the Blind, Washington, D.C.; 
George W. Keller, supervisor of Services to the Blind, 
Baltimore, Maryland; and William T. Coppage, Vir- 
ginia Commission for the Visually Handicapped, 
Richmond. 

The committee is responsible for deciding the 
institute’s leadership, date, location, and content. The 
meeting was coordinated by A. Marie Morrison, AFB 
consultant for Region II. 


AFB and AOTA Form 
Special Interest Group 


Last year, the American Foundation for the Blind, 
In Cooperation with the American Occupational Ther- 
apy Association, conducted a survey to learn just how 
much \occupational therapists knew about blindness. 
(See Newsletter, Spring 1969 for details.) The idea at 
that time was to discover whether or not an OT’s train- 
ing and education gave him enough information about 
blindness to be able to deal effectively with a blind 
patient. 

Because of the overwhelming response to the survey 
on the part of occupational therapists requesting in- 
formation about blindness, further plans were made to 
Strengthen the ties between the two fields. 

Frances Silverstein, OTR, chief, occupational therapy, 
The Good Samaritan Hospital, and consultant, occu- 
pational therapy, Johns Hopkins Hospital (both located 
in Baltimore), in an attempt to form a special interest 
group under AOTA’s Council on Practice, organized a 
meeting which was held at the AOTA annual conference, 
November 4, in Dallas. To this meeting were invited 
all the OT’s who had been especially enthusiastic about 
the survey’s questionaire, some 450 in number. 

R. Roy Rusk, director, program planning depart- 
ment of AFB and one of the initiators of the survey, 
attended the meeting to discuss AOTA/AFB plans for 
short courses for interested OT’s and the possibility of 
producing a manual, bibliography, or newsletter as the 
interest group’s opening project. 

An AFB booth was set up at the conference for the 
first time, to distribute publications and to answer 
questions. 

Details of what was discussed at the interest group 
meeting will be published in a later Newsletter. 


Task Force Members 
Selected by President Nixon 


AFB is proud to note that three members of its own 
Task Force on Geriatric Blindness have been appointed 
to serve on the President’s Task Force on Problems of 
the Aging. 

On October 10, the President announced the estab- 
lishment of a task force on aging. According to a release 
from the Office of the White House Press Secretary, 
the task force “will review existing programs, suggest 
improvement in them, and recommend further actions 
that might be taken in this important area”. 


Garson Meyer, president emeritus of the National 
Council on Aging and chairman of the Advisory Com- 
mittee of the State Office for the Aging has been 
appointed chairman of the President's task force. Mr. 
Meyer also serves as co-chairman of AFB’s task force. 

The other members of AFB’s task force appointed 
are Miss Ollie A. Randall, member of the board, Nation- 
al Council on Aging, New York and Mrs. A.M.G. 
Russell, chairman, California Commission on Aging, 


Sacramento. 





T.V. SPOTS FILMED—In one of two T.V. spots re- 
cently produced by AFB’s public education division, 
Merrill Joeéls, left, an actor and reader of talking books, 
demonstrates theuse of the telephone to Alexander 

Jenkins who ts blind. Mr. Jenkins ts a former student of 
AFB'S hospital project. The spot is intended to show 
one of the many difficulties of blindness being overcome 
by the use of a few simple procedures. Both spots 
remind the audience to keep in touch with their local 
agencies since these agencies play such an important 
part in services to blind persons. 


Books Recorded on Tape Cassettes 
May Lead To Improved Reading 


As part of its cooperation with the U.S. Library of 
Congress, to offer a supplemental reading service, AFB’s 
talking book division is beginning to record books on 
tape cassettes for use by blind persons. The studio will 
begin with ten books and it is hoped that as many as 
30 books will be completed in the coming year. 


Among the first ten titles are, Light in August, 
William Faulkner; Man's Fate, Andre Malraux; Electric 
Kool-Aid Acid Test, Yom Wolfe; Complete Poetry 
and Selected Prose of John Donne; I Ching (Book of 
Changes; Notebook 1967-68, Robert Lowell: and Hedda 
Gabler, Henrik Ibsen. 

According to John Breuel, director of the manu- 
facturing and sales department, tape cassettes, because 
they are compact and can be managed easily and 
efficiently, will probably offer much improved reading 
for blind persons in days to come. 


Service Advisory Committee 
Meets in Arizona 


The Service Advisory Committee of AFB’s Board 
of Trustees met for the second time this year, September 
25 and 26 in Tucson, Arizona. 

At the meeting, committee members discussed and 
approved three additional policy statements. 

The policy statements are a continuing series of doc- 
uments through which the Foundation sets forth the 
position it takes on key areas of service to the blind. 
The first seven of the series were published last spring. 
(See Newsletter, Winter 1969) 

The new policy statements are concerned with 
Educational Services to Visually Handicapped Children, 
Employment of Blind and Otherwise Visually Impaired 
Persons, and Income Maintenance. They are being pre- 
pared by AFB at this time and a later edition of the 
Newsletter will announce their availability. 


Conference in Louisville On 
Time Compressed and Expanded Speech 


The American Foundation for the Blind, was one of 
the sponsors of a conference conducted by the Univer- 
sity of Louisville, the “Second Louisville Conference on 
Time and/or Frequency Controlled Speech,” October 
22-24 at the University of Louisville in Kentucky. The 
first conference was held in 1966. 


The first session of the conference was a workshop 
intended to provide background material on concepts 
and terminology involved in time and/or frequency 
controlled speech. In relation to this subject, reports 
were presented on basic research, technical aspects, 
and practical applications. There was also an exhibit 
of the types of equipment used in creation of time com- 
pressed or expanded speech. 

Leo Levens, AFB’s chief engineer, conducted a dem- 
onstration of the Foundation’s harmonic compressor. 

John Breuel, director, manufacturing and sales de- 
partment, Carl Rodgers, specialist in education (braille 
and other tactual aids) and Zofja S. Jastrzembska, 
assistant director of the International Research Inform- 
ation Service, attended as AFB representatives. 


AFB's Washington Rep 
Elected Chairman of Round Table 


AFB’s Washington representative, Irvin P. Schloss, 
has been elected chairman of the HEW Round Table, 
an informal group consisting of the Washington rep- 
resentatives of some 40 national organizations interested 
in health, education, welfare, and similar programs. 
The group holds monthly meetings to discuss pending 
social legislation. 

Mr. Schloss was also elected to a two-year term on 
the executive board of the District of Columbia Re- 
habilitation Association, a chapter of the National 
Rehabilitation Association. 





SERVICE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING — 
On September 25 and 26 in Tucson, Arizona, committee 
members discussed three new policy statements to be 
added to the series. From left to right are: Dr. Geraldine 
Scholl, associate professor, School of Education, Unt- 
versity of Michigan; Russell Williams, chief, Blind 
Rehabilitation Section, Veterans Administration; Joseph 
Kohn, executive director, New Jersey Commission for 
the Blind; J.M. Woolly, superintendent, Arkansas School 
for the Blind and vice-president of AFB; Byron M. 
Smith, an AFB trustee; R. Roy Rusk, director, AFB’s 
program planning department; Robert S. Bray, (chair- 
man of the committee), chief, Division for the Blind and 
Physically Handicapped, Library of Congress; Harold 
G. Roberts, AFB’s associate director for service; Dr. 
Peter J. Salmon, administrative vice-president, Indust- 
rial Home for the Blind; and Rev. Thomas J. Carroll, 
director, Catholic Guild for All the Blind. 


More About the Directory 


The 1969 Directory of Agencies Serving the Visually 
Handicapped in the United States was published in mid- 
summer midst much comment, according to Patricia 
S. Smith, director of the AFB information department. 

Soon after the first Directories were delivered, the 
AFB telephones and mails brought word of errors, and 
also compliments, especially about the new layout with 
its more readable type and available white Space in 
which to make corrections. 

Mrs. Smith expressed regret at certain inaccuracies 
resulting from misinterpretation of the questionnaires. 
She explained that this was the first time in many years 
that agencies were asked to fill out new questionnaires 
and in an attempt to standardize terminology in the 
Directory, some misinformation occurred. 

The first of the quarterly correction lists is already 
in the mail. These will continue until the next Directory, 
planned for 1971. 


Mrs. Smith asked that any errors that readers spot 
should be reported to the information department for 
inclusion in the change sheets. She also pointed out that 
with the next Directory, all agencies currently listed 
will be asked to review and correct their current listings. 











Not Yet On the Braille Edition 


No braille edition of the Directory of Agencies Serving 
the Visually Handicapped in the United States will be 
published this year, Mrs. Smith added. 

Several weeks ago, Mrs. Smith sent letters to all U.S. 
agencies asking if they would be interested in purchasing 
abraille edition. The response indicated that there would 
probably be about 300 orders. While this is a good 
response, it was still decided to delay such an edition 
until 1971, Mrs. Smith said, because of various technical 
production problems. “For many years, the idea of a 
braille edition has been discussed, but never had there 
been an actual survey of interest,” she said. “The re- 
sponse indicates that such an edition would be useful 
and well received. However, we realize that the tech- 
nical problems require more time than we have at the 
moment. We wish to thank all those who responded 
and will plan on such an edition in 1971.” 


December New Outlook Looks 
At Multiply Handicapped Blind Children 


The December New Outlook for the Blind is devoted 
to the multiply handicapped blind child. All articles 
to appear are based on papers presented at a three-day 
institute on “The Visually Handicapped Child Who 
Functions on a Retarded Level.” The institute, held 
April 24-26, in Atlanta, was partially sponsored by AFB. 

The December issue covers such topics as the handi- 
capped child’s effect upon his family, psychological 
evaluation, mobility skills, teaching techniques, and the 
child with rubella syndrome. 


New Publications 


Administrative Aids 


This is the second series of sample documents whose 
information may be adapted by adminstrators to their 
agencies’ specific needs. Available this time are job 
descriptions, specifications for a board member’s man- 
ual, descriptions of board committees, and an outline 
for a volunteer service program. Free. 


Who is the Visually Handicapped Child? 


This 12-page large-type pamphlet defines the visu- 
ally handicapped child, takes a look at his educational 
objectives and facilities available to him, and discusses 
the educational training necessary for the teacher of 
the visually handicapped child. It also contains a list 
of professional preparation programs for such teachers. 
Free. 


Dog Guides for the Blind 


This completely revised pamphlet replaces the AFB 
pamphlet, Guide Dogs for Blind Persons. It is available 
now upon request. Free. 


Sources of Reading Materials for the Visually 
Handicapped 


The first ten in a series of 21 flyers which include 
lists of library and reference services, sources of various 
types of recreational and educational reading materials, 
and names and addresses of publishers. Available at 
this time are the flyers on Braille Publishers; Educational 
Materials; Learning Braille; Periodicals (Large Type); 
Publishers of Large Type Books; Reference Books in 
Braille and Large Type; Sources of Braille Music; Talk- 
ing Book Topics and Braille Book Review; Talking 
Books for Sale; and Volunteers. Copies of individual 
flyers are free. The price of the entire set will be an- 
nounced upon completion of the series. 


Proceedings of the National Seminar on Services to 
Young Children with Visual Impairment 


This 78-page proceedings of a seminar sponsored by 
the Foundation in New York, June 17-19, 1968, deals 
with new concepts and procedures in the care and 
training of blind children of pre-school age. The pub- 
lication includes papers on “New Approaches to 
Cognitive Development in Children,” by Beverly Birns, 
Ph.D., assistant professor, department of psychiatry, 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine; and “Human 
Enhancement: Its Application to Perception,” 
by Warren M. Brodey, M.D., director of the Environ- 
mental Ecology Laboratory in Boston. It also contains 
a selected bibliography and a list of professional people 
who participated in the seminar. $1.50 per copy. 


Personnel 


ANDREW J. BOWERS has 
been appointed to the newly- 
created position of specialist 
in services for multi-handi- 
capped blind persons of the 
program development divi- 
sion. The creation of this 
position reflects AFB’s 
recognition of the service 
needs of blind persons who 
have additional impairments. 

Mr. Bowers received a B.A. degree from Kenyon 
College in Ohio and a master’s degree in education 
from the University of Buffalo where he majored in 
vocational rehabilitation. Mr. Bowers has recently com- 
pleted an assignment as sheltered workshops 
coordinator in the Division of Vocational Rehabili- 
tation, of the State of Washington. Before that he served 
as director of vocational rehabilitation in the Cerebral 
Palsy Association of Western New York. 





NORMA K. FIKE has suc- 
ceeded Mr. William Feldman 
as director of the personnel 
and training service of AFB’s 
program development division. 
Mr. Feldman, a member of 
the AFB staff since 1967 has 
retired. 

Miss Fike received the de- 
grees of B.A. and M.A. in 
social work from Indiana 
University. She came to AFB from the Simmons College 
and Boston College Schools of Social Work where she 
served as an assistant professor with primary respon- 
sibility for supervising a student training program in the 
Massachusetts Commission for the Blind. Before that, 
she served in a similar capacity at the Columbia Univer- 
sity School of Social Work. 

As director of the personnel and training service, 
Miss Fike will be responsible for administering a program 
of personnel recruitment, maintaining a national clearing 
house of current vacancies for diversified positions in 
local agencies, and conducting manpower studies 
and short-term training institutes. 





In Addition .. . 


In the past months AFB staff members have attended 
programs, given speeches, and coordinated program 
sessions at many meetings. The following are only a 
sampling. 


Dorothy Demby, specialist in social welfare, attended 
the New York Federation of Workers for the Blind’s 
meeting, October 1-3, and gave the opening address, 
“Meeting the Needs of the Geriatric Blind.” Ernest O. 
Skagen, consultant for Region I also attended. 


At the annual conference of AAWB’s New England 
Chapter, September 17-19 in South Athol, Massachu- 
setts, Marion V. Wurster, director, program planning 
department, served as coordinator of a session on 
“Techniques of Daily Living” and J. Albert Asenjo, 
specialistin rehabilitation, presented a paper on “Special 
Approaches to the Development of Personal Manage- 
ment Services.” 


On October 17, Pauline Moor, specialist in education 
(pre-school services) spoke on the latest developments 
in teaching the pre-school visually handicapped child, 
at the annual meeting of the Pennsylvania Council for 
the Education of Visually Handicapped Children in 
Philadelphia. 


Bill L. Underwood, specialist in education, spoke on } 
the needs of the visually handicapped child in the school © 
setting at a meeting sponsored by the Council on Ex- ” 
ceptional Children, held July 30-August 1, in Las Vegas. 
This meeting, “Physical Environment and Special | 
Education,” is part of a three-year project funded by © 
the U.S. Office of Education to explore and make | 
recommendations for improvements in architectural © 
design for handicapped children in school. e 


At a workshop on activities sponsored by the Ohio 
Bureau of Services for the Blind, held September 20-21, 
at the Ohio State School for the Blind in Columbus, | 
Mr. Underwood spoke on the general values of physical 
activities for the visually handicapped child. 


One of the members of AFB’s Task Force on Geri- | 
atric Blindness, Dr. David L. Levine, project director, | 
Social Work Research Center, University of Georgia, © 
in response to an invitation by the Georgia regional © 
staff of the Social and Rehabilitation Service, Depart- / 
ment of Health, Education, and Welfare, spoke to them | 
on the problems of the aging blind. The session was | ~ 
coordinated by Dorothy Demby, AFB’s specialist in) 
social work and coordinator of the Task Force, and was) 
attended by Oraien Catledge, consultant for the south- | 
east region. 












* * * * 


Parts of Miss Demby’s speech given at the Biennial 
Conference of the National Council on Aging are in- 
cluded in an article, “Crisis of the Elderly” in the#a@ 
Summer 1969 Journal of the Association of Retired) 
Persons-International. Copies of the journal are avail- 
able from Miss Dorothy Demby, program development) 
division in AFB’s New York office. | 


The AFB Newsletter is published quarterly by the 
American Foundation for the Blind to keep those in- 
volved in services for blind persons informed about 
the Foundation’s activities. Editorial offices are located 
at AFB headquarters, 15 West 16th Street, New York, 
N.Y. 10011. Regional AFB offices are: 


Washington D.C. ......1660 L Street, N.W. 20036 


Atlanta 127 Peachtree Street, N.E. 30303 
Chicago 22. eee 127 North Dearborn Street 60602 
Denver. 2 ee 1575 Sherman Street 80203 
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All material appearing herein may be quoted in whole 
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